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  Dedication

This book is dedicted 
to those who came before us, 

built our church and nurtured our parish; 
those who carry on the mission and ministries 

of our parish today; 
and those yet to come to Our Lady of Mount Carmel.

May they preserve our parish legacy and 
continue along the Christ’s path to salvation.
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Message

Writing this introduction to our sesquicentennial history on 
the second Sunday of Advent, 2008, I am mindful of Saint Peter’ 
s words in this morning’s Mass, “Do not ignore this one fact, 
beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and 
a thousand years like one day” (2 Peter 3:8).

One hundred fifty years may not seem like much in relation 
to eternity.  Yet our Lord chose to come to us as a member of 
our human family and to share our lives in time:  “The Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

Our story, then, is not our story only, but the story of the 
Catholic Church and God’s own story as we celebrate a century 
and a half of His dwelling here in His Word, in His Sacraments, 
and in the worshipping community of Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Parish in Charlotte, Vermont.  This is the marvelous speci-
ficity of the Incarnation.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish is a project begun in the 
faith and determination of an immigrant Irish layman, John 
Quinlan, readily taken up by the first bishop of Burlington, 
Louis de Goesbriand, and carried forward through a long and 
convoluted history by an unbroken succession of committed 
bishops, priests and—so importantly for its longevity, as for its 
inception—faithful laypeople.

Here we stand today, a warm and lively Catholic community 
where parishioners as well as visitors from near and far away all 
feel the welcome that is traditional here.

Long-time parishioners keep us rooted in our past; constantly 
arriving new families renew us in our present; effective religious 
education and youth programs direct our young people toward 
the future.

I am grateful to our 150th Anniversary History Committee—
Frank Thornton, Lollie Krawit and particularly to Committee 
Chairman, Joe Blanchette, the primary author of this history 
book—for their dedication and hard work on our behalf.

Happy Anniversary to all as we remember our yesterdays, 
celebrate our today, and renew our belief  in Jesus’ promise to 
His Church for tomorrow, “Behold, I am with you always, until 
the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).

   Yours in Christ
   Fr. David 

   Fr. David Cray  S.S.E
   Pastor, Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish

     We remember.     We celebrate.     We believe.
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Foreword

Anyone who has undertaken a genealogical search for distant 
family members understands that the process is invigorating and 
rewarding, while also difficult and frustrating. The quest for fam-
ily records takes one down paths that often become dead ends as 
facts and recollections frequently differ from person to person 
and from source to source. So it was, when crafting an accurate 
history of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. 

There exist ony fragmented accounts of the earliest days of 
our parish community in Charlotte. However, town records, 
combined with Diocesan material, offer a reasonably detailed 
account of how John Quinlan and Bishop Louis de Goesbriand 
partnered to make their shared vision a reality not only for area 
Catholics in 1858, but also for parishioners today. Fortunately, 
several priests, who served the Catholic community in and 
around Charlotte from 1860 to 1900, also left relatively detailed 
records that provided a fascinating glimpse into parish life at 
that time. 

There is a marked reduction in meaningful information, 
however, during the first four decades of the twentieth century. 
In part, this may be due to changes in the reporting instrument 
required by the Burlington Diocese, as greater emphasis was be-
ing placed on financial reports than pastoral notations. The lack 
of information may also be attributable to the attitude, style and 
work load of the priests serving Charlotte at that time, or simply 
to the fact that records from that period may have been lost.

Newspaper reports combined with Diocesan records offer a 
richer look into the Charlotte mission church from World War 
II to the present. Fortunately, information from these years also 
corresponds with the personal recollections of several current 
parishioners, who grew up in the parish during this time.

This book also includes material from a historical brochure 
written by Carol Novik twenty five years ago and later updated 
by parishioner Frank Thornton. Each section of this book was 
written to stand alone. As a result, the reader will note occasion-
al repetition of certain facts and events. Hopefully, this will not 
prove too distracting.

I wish to recognize and thank my fellow committee mem-
bers, Lollie Krawitt and Frank Thornton, who stayed the course 
over the past 16 months despite unexpected distractions. As 
Charlotte’s unofficial historian of record, Frank would share with 
me every few months another folder he had unearthed from his 
files. This information, combined with material that I gathered 
from the Diocesan archives, parish records and St. Michael’s 
College allowed me to significantly expand the written record of 
the parish. I also wish to thank Diocesan Archivist David Blow 
and Patricia Gore, Editor of the Vermont Catholic Magazine, for 
their assistance.  

Fr. Cray, the Parish Council and 150th Anniversary History 
Committee agree that steps will be taken to better preserve his-
toric records of the parish. It is our hope that future parish leaders 
and historians will preserve the work that we have undertaken and 
continue to expand the photographic and written record of the 
parish for those who look back in the year 2059 or 2109. 

 
In closing, what follows is the 150 year-long story of a com-

munity of believers who have left us with a wonderful gift and 
a wonderful legacy: our beautiful church and a strong commu-
nity of believers in the word of Jesus Christ. They are part of 
our family and we are their descendents. Though not related by 
blood, we are related by our faith, our love of our church, and 
our love of Jesus Christ. How fortunate we are to have had such 
ancestors.

   Joseph P. Blanchette
   Chair, 150th Anniversary History Committee
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
A 150 Year History

 1858-2008
   

Just a short walk south of Baptist Corners on Spear Street in 
Charlotte, Vermont, stands the second oldest Catholic Church in 
continuous use in Vermont: Our Lady of Mount Carmel. It was 

built in simple Greek revival style with white clapboard siding and a 
gable roofline. It stands today much as it has since 1858—a 150 year 
marker in time. The structure was first built north of Starksboro Vil-
lage, Vermont, in 1812 and served as the monthly Meeting House for a 
small Quaker community living about ten miles southeast of Charlotte. 
Smaller in size and originally located at the southern end of what is to-
day the Green Mountain Cemetery in Starksboro, the Meeting House 
served the Society of Friends community for almost four decades. A 
second Meeting House was built in South Starksboro around 1826. By 
1850, however, economic conditions had changed and small, local in-
dustries had either left the area or failed. Along with them, a number of 
Quaker families from the Starksboro area moved to western New York. 
Membership was too small to maintain the 1812 Meeting House north 
of the village, so it was “laid down” and subsequently put up for sale by 
the middle of the decade.  

Site of the 1812 Quaker Meeting House in 
Green Mountain Cemetery, Starksboro, Vermont
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At about this same time, a small but growing community of Catho-
lic worshipers was forming in and around Charlotte, a farm community 
located about ten miles south of Burlington. For the most part, these 
were Irish and French Canadians who had come to farm. In the 1850’s 
the nearest Catholic church was St. Peter’s in Vergennes. The 20-mile 
round trip by horse or “Shanks’ mare” (walking) was an arduous jour-
ney for the Catholic families in Charlotte as dirt roadways at that time 
were difficult to traverse even in the best of conditions. Traveling from 
Burlington, Fr. Jeremiah O’Callaghan had made occasional visits, but 
the Catholic community was not satisfied. As their numbers grew, a 
priest was sent to Charlotte from the fledgling Burlington Diocese 
established in 1853. The first specific report of a priest saying Mass in 
Charlotte involved newly ordained Fr. Jerome Cloarec in 1858 in the 
Sanborn residence just south of Baptist Corners. Celebrating Mass 
in private homes in Charlotte would remain infrequent, usually on a 
weekday and rarely on a weekly basis. This unique mix of French and 
Irish ethnicities soon came together, however, to pursue a common 
goal of building a church of their own in Charlotte.

Early records of this emerging Catholic community are limited. The 
first entry in the Baptismal Register of this new congregation was on 
October 10, 1858, when two babies were baptized: Brigitte, daughter of 
Theophilius Lessort and Mary Quinlan, and William, son of Ambrose 
and Georgiana Dufresne. The cemetery located behind the church 
identifies many of the church’s earliest members. One of the largest 
headstones belongs to the Quinlan family and was erected to honor 
John Quinlan, the man who led a group of thirty Catholic families in 
the founding of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church a century and a 
half ago. 

John Quinlan was a prosperous farmer and devout Catholic. He 
reportedly came to Charlotte around 1844 and started out by chopping 
wood and selling it for 25 cents a cord. He soon saved enough money 
for a down payment on some 500 acres of land at the southern end of 
Spear Street near Lewis Creek. As he was able, he purchased more land 
until eventually his holdings totaled upwards of 1200 acres. 

Quinlan was a man of action and a dynamic leader. On August 
10, 1858, he bought a house and 3 3/4 acres just south of Baptist 
Corners that belonged to James and Susan Sanborn, and George and 
Cynthia Sanborn for $925. Quinlan’s partner in the purchase was 
Louis de Goesbriand, the Bishop of the Burlington Diocese. Bishop 
de Goesbriand was born and schooled in Brittany, France, and came 
to Vermont in November of 1853 to become the first Bishop of the 

Bishop Louis de Goesbriand
Baptist Corners, East Charlotte.  Circa 1868.

Atlas of Chittenden County, Vermont - Charles E. Tuttle C. Publishers



– 4 – – 5 –

Burlington Diocese. The Bishop recognized the need for a church in 
Charlotte and from his own patrimony loaned John Quinlan $200 to 
help purchase the site. On November 1, 1858, the Catholic community 
in Charlotte took possession of the Sanborn property. The same build-
ing stands to this day and is now used as the parish hall and office. Part 
of the structure, an addition to the south wall, was initially converted 
into a temporary chapel for visiting priests who came to say Mass. At 
various times the house also served as a rectory.

Earlier in 1858 Catholics in Charlotte learned that the abandoned 
Quaker Meeting House in Starksboro was for sale. Led by John Quin-
lan, Catholics from the Charlotte area purchased the building and 
waited for the winter of 1858-59 to move the structure to Charlotte 
over frozen ground. Accounts of the move vary somewhat. One ver-
sion indicates that the building was sawed into several large pieces and 
placed on skids for the move to Charlotte. In Hemenway’s Vermont 
Historical Gazetteer Vol. 1, 1867, historian William Worth makes specific 
mention of the move, “There was for many years a large Society of 
Friends in this town [Starksboro], who built a Meeting House in 1812. 
In the winter of 1858-59 they sold the house and it was taken down 
and the materials carried to Charlotte to be remodeled for a Roman 
Catholic Church.”

The lore of the church, however, states that the Meeting House was 
moved by cutting it in half, lifting the two sections from the founda-
tion, lowering each half onto skids, and then pulling them over ice and 
snow with teams of powerful oxen. There is no detailed record of how 
this particular feat was accomplished, although moving structures in 
this manner was possible at that time. Nineteenth century Vermont 
historian, William Wallace Higbee, described in his book Around the 
Mountains how large buildings were commonly moved at this time. 

“In those days oxen were as often used in farm work as 
horses, perhaps more frequently, and a “drawing” was nothing 
out of the ordinary. A half day’s ride would engage fifteen or 
more yoke of “cattle” [30 oxen] according to the wants of the 
occasion, and when they were attached to the monster cable 
chain, with links of inch-round iron, something had to come. 
The oxen were used to logging and other kinds of heavy haul-
ing, and it was magnificent to see those massive shoulders 
all lifting together.  A thirty-by-forty foot barn would slide 
along like a boy’s hand sled, provided things were favorable 

and nobody got “stuck.” It was not always clear sailing, and 
the way log chains snapped was a caution . . . .  It requires a 
pretty good head for contrivances, withal, to boss the job, so 
as to steer clear of certain difficulties that always accompa-
nied such undertakings. . . .”

The 1826 Quaker Meeting House in South Starksboro; 
similar in style and construction to the 1812 Meeting House 

that would become Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.

That was just the beginning of their effort, however. Weekend work 
“bees” were held to reconstruct and remodel the building throughout 
the spring and summer of 1859 and in years to follow. Both Catholics 
and non-Catholics helped with reconstruction. Names handed down 
as participants are William Quinlan, Philip Lessort, Selectman Isaac 
Coggswell, Tom and Jack Harte, the McDonoughs, Mr. Marsh and 
George Putnam. Charles Palmer served as head carpenter. The women 
prepared bountiful meals of raised biscuits, meats and lemon meringue 
pies to feed the hungry workers. 

One member of the parish, Nellie Trombly, who was born in the late 
1880s, shared stories she had no doubt heard from her elders. Well into 
her nineties, Nellie recalled anecdotes that she heard as a child and 
retold them as if she were present twenty or thirty years prior to her 
birth. “Each man gave nails and Nash’s lumber yard furnished lumber. 
All of us had to work. We put up what amounted to a one story, square 
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church. We started to go to Mass even before the floor was finished. 
We had to bring our own chair. We used to come in our horse buggy 
with one or maybe two chairs so everyone had a seat.”

Although it is unlikely that modifications to the new church were 
fully completed for several years, Bishop de Goesbriand soon was 
called to Charlotte. The notation in Bishop de Goesbriand’s diary for 
Sunday June 19, 1859, is succinct, “Blessing of the cornerstone of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Charlotte.” It is not known today exactly why 
this name was chosen. Msgr. Edward Gelineau, pastor of Our Lady     
of Mount Carmel from 1976 to 1990 theorized that the name was   
chosen because the date of the blessing was close to the July 16 feast 
day of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. No record is available to resolve 
this mystery, however. 

The Sanborn House 2008 with addition on left.

In 1861 Bishop de Goesbriand again stepped in to aid the finances 
of the young church. On July 3, the land and buildings of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel were formally transferred from John Quinlan to 
Bishop de Goesbriand. The original document on file at the Archives 
of the Burlington Diocese shows that $967.50 was spent for the land 
and $1,128.66 for the erection of the church. Quinlan had provided 
$592.24, Bishop de Goesbriand $200 and the congregation the remain-
ing $1,306.48. With this transaction, Bishop de Goesbriand repaid   
Quinlan from his own purse. Two decades later, in 1881, Quinlan sold 

two additional acres of adjoining land to Bishop de Goesbriand for 
$100. This land would be used to expand the cemetery and would 
eventually become the site of the present rectory, which was built 85 
years later. Bishop de Goesbriand later conveyed all these properties to 
the Diocese for the sum of $10. Having erected the church, the next 
challenge was finding a priest to serve in Charlotte.

In the decades that followed the founding of the church, numerous 
priests, including Frs. Ryan, McCauley, Cloarec, Ryan, Caissy and Gal-
ligan came to Charlotte from Burlington and St. Peter’s Church in Ver-
gennes to bring the Sacraments. Despite the lack of a resident priest, 
the church community in Charlotte continued to grow. In 1863, Bishop 
de Goesbriand noted in his diary that priests visited Charlotte and 
offered 120 communions, a count traditionally taken at Easter time. 
In 1864 Fr. Denis Ryan made further improvements to the church in 
preparation for Bishop de Goesbriand’s visit to “bless the church in 
Charlotte under the invocation of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” The 
new church was canonically dedicated by Bishop de Goesbriand on 
December 27, 1864, and officially established as a parish shortly there-
after. Although this status was never formally revoked, for most of the 
next one hundred years Our Lady of Mount Carmel would be consid-
ered a mission church of either Vergennes, Shelburne or Hinesburg.  

At this time Bishop de Goesbriand had only 16 priests struggling 
to serve an estimated 15-20,000 Vermont Catholics, so he returned 
to Paris in 1866 in search of priests or seminarians. On September 9, 
1866, the Bishop wrote in his diary, “Charlotte, visited the Church 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel and laid down to the congregation on 
what terms they would continue to have the services of a priest.” In 
the years that passed, congregants continued to settle for Mass being 
said on an occasional basis by various priests, usually on weekdays, and 
once or twice a month if they were lucky. They had their church, but 
needed a priest to attend to Charlotte on a regular basis. 

During the 1860s and early 1870s, Fr. Jerome Cloarec, who was 
formally assigned to St. Joseph’s Church in Burlington—the French 
church —was also expected by Bishop de Goesbriand to come to 
Charlotte when possible. In his 1872 annual report to the Bishop, Fr. 
Cloarec noted that there were 70 families in the parish. Of this group. 
thirty-six individuals were baptized, 50 received First Communion, 
200 received Easter Communion and there was one marriage. Total 
receipts were $279.50.
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The lack of a priest had begun to take its toll on Catholics coming 
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel from Charlotte and adjoining com-
munities. Concerned about his inability to serve area Catholics, he 
wrote to the Bishop on several occasions with candid and troubling 
assessments. In January of 1872 he wrote, “The Congregation would no 
doubt do a great deal better if a priest could say Mass for them regular-
ly on Sundays. The French Canadians of the Congregation suffer more 
than the Irish because they are [hired out] and have no opportunity to 
attend Mass on weekdays.” In January of the following year, he repeated his 
message about Charlotte to the Bishop. “This Congregation promises 
to do a great deal better if it could be attended regularly on Sundays. 
It seems to be a little discouraged. They attend their religious duties 
pretty regularly. I find the greatest difficulty teaching Catechism to 
the children, especially to the Canadian children as very few of their 
parents can read.” He then states bluntly, “I cannot attend to this 
Congregation as it should be attended to on account of my numerous 
duties in Burlington.”  In his 1873 report at St. Joseph’s in Burlington, 
Fr. Cloarec mentions the problem in Charlotte yet again, but more 
delicately, when he wrote that he comes to Charlotte “twice a month 
when I can do it.”    

As one of the first priests recruited from France by Bishop de 
Goesbriand in 1855, Fr. Cloarec’s words must have played a role in the 
Bishop’s decision to assign a resident priest to Charlotte in 1874, a very 
significant year for Catholics in the Charlotte area. On February 26, Fr. 
Caissy established the Way of the Cross at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
and on April 9 Bishop de Goesbriand consecrated the altar. Addressing 
the congregation, he promised to find a priest to offer regular Sunday 
Mass on the condition that pews would be rented by church members. 
Pew rents were a common way of financing church operations at that 
time. Faithful to his promise, in April of 1874 Father Joseph Kerlidou 
was assigned to Charlotte as the first resident priest of the parish. 
At that time, an Irish family was still living in the old Sanborn house, 
which was designated as the rectory, so he stayed at St. Joseph’s in Bur-
lington until September 27th of that year. Fr. Cloarec, who was serving 
primarily at St. Joseph’s Church in Burlington, provided most services 
to the parish, including Mass on the second Sunday of each month 
until Fr. Kerlidou moved to Charlotte later that fall. 

Prior to Fr. Kerlidou’s arrival, area Catholics undertook steps to 

make ready for their first resident priest. On the Fourth of July in 1874 
a community picnic was held to raise funds to furnish the church. The 
Annual Report indicates that they raised $130.75. The following ac-
count appeared in The Burlington Free Press July 7, 1874: 

CHARLOTTE - The Catholics of Charlotte celebrated the 
Fourth in a very becoming way by a picnic in the beautiful 
grove of J.S. Shaw, just east of the Baptist Corners, the object 
of which was to raise funds to furnish their church in that 
locality. The Rev. Father Cloarec, of this city, was present and 
was the general manager. William E. Hosford (sic), the popu-
lar young merchant at the corners, did the furnishing and at 
such low figures as to make the profits to the society more 
than was expected. The gathering was a large one, there being 
over seven hundred present all of whom went home thinking 
they had found a sensible way to celebrate the Glorious Old 
Fourth. The Catholics of East Charlotte return their thanks 
to J.S. Shaw, Wm. E. Hosford, and the community generally 
for their presence and support.

With the arrival of Fr. Kerlidou on September 27, 1874, Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel finally became a parish. In his report to the Bishop 
in 1875, Fr. Kerlidou describes the improvements made to the rectory 
by the congregation since his arrival. “The bed clothes and the dishes 
have been given by the Congregation. So [too] the carpet in the room 
and the chapel.” The carpets, curtains, dishes and bed clothes were 
owned by the congregation, though more commonly in those days 
the priest brought his own household possessions with him.  Kerlidou 
continued, “A new room upstairs, lathed and finished, a new stair case, 
fence around the house, painting in all the inside of the house, a little 
chapel finished in the house, three pairs of blinds, new fence in the 
burying ground, 2 statues, 2 garments, holy water’s font, a library, 2 
stoves more [one in the church and one in the house], a pump, eves, a 
cross.” Fr. Kerlidou lists the possessions of the church as “a chalice, a 
ciborium, an ornament of every color.” An oyster supper was held by 
the Catholic Society on February 9, 1875, to help defray the costs of 
the repairs to the parsonage. The congregation raised $53.65. Clearly, 
area Catholics were pleased to have a priest residing in their midst. 
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Fr. Joseph Kerlidou

Fr. Kerlidou’s Annual Diocesan Report provides more insight into 
the early years of the parish.  “There are about 70 families attend-
ing the Church regular and about 80 families that come once in a 
while, to have children baptized and to have the priest attend the 
sick. Irish families about 50, the rest Canadians.” He went on to 
describe the area he served, which included more than Charlotte. 
“The people of Hinesburgh from above the village and on this side 
come to Charlotte. From Shelburne they come as far as the village 
and Shelburne Pond. From Monkton as far as the village Borough and 
this side. From Ferisburgh as far as Ferisburgh Center.” He recorded 
275 communions at Easter that year. The church is described in the 
1882-83 edition of Child ’s Gazetteer as “valued including grounds etc. at 
$5,000.  The society has about 600 communicants . . . .” 

In 1875 Fr. Kerlidou reported hopeful signs for the congregation. 
“For the temporal affairs it does well for its means. People come to 
Mass and more often to confession. Many lukewarm and indifferent 
are coming back.” Unfortunately, Father Kerlidou’s initial residence in 
Charlotte was a brief one. So, too, was Charlotte’s status as a parish. On 
October 8, 1877, he was transferred to St. Thomas Church in Underhill 
Center and for much of the following year Mass was celebrated in 
Charlotte just once a month by priests from Burlington. Fr. Cloarec 
was a frequent visitor. Thus began an 89-year period before the Catho-

lics of Charlotte would again have a resident pastor and formally be 
considered a parish.

By 1879 Fr. John Michaud, who was newly assigned to serve in 
Burlington, was also tending to the needs of Catholics in Charlotte 
and the mission churches in Underhill and Fairfield. In 1881 there were 
83 French speaking families and 40 Irish families in the parish. Total 
receipts that year amounted to $588.86, most of which came from 
pew rents. Fr. Michaud left the Charlotte mission in 1881 and would 
later become the second Bishop of Burlington from 1892 to 1908. As 
a result of being assigned to St. Peter’s Parish in Vergennes in 1881, Fr. 
Kerlidou again served the Catholic community at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, now considered the mission church of Vergennes, until 1884 
when he was permitted to leave his post and travel to Lourdes, France. 
The Free Press noted his departure in this account dated Friday, April 
4, 1884. “East Charlotte. Rev. Fr. Kerlidou has relinquished his work 
here and at Vergennes and gone on a trip to France, in quest of health. 
Last Sabbath Bishop de Goesbriand officiated here and the interests 
of the parish will for the present be looked after by him. He doubtless 
found the weather and roads between this place and Burlington, last 
Monday, very conducive to practical meditation.” A reference to mud 
season, no doubt. Our Lady of Mount Carmel would remain a mission 
of Vergennes until 1906. 

On October 8, 1884, Fr. Pierre Campeau, the newly appointed 
pastor of St. Peter’s Church in Vergennes, began to regularly serve the 
Charlotte mission and played a significant role in its development. 
He was known to be a strong and active church leader, and is credited 
with constructing the church bell tower in 1885 and purchasing the bell 
that still rings today. A notation in the church baptismal and marriage 
record mentions the blessing of the bell at Charlotte on May 26, 1885. 
After Confirmation services that day, Bishop Louis de Goesbriand 
blessed the Charlotte bell. According to parish records, the bell was 
named “Charlotte, Louis and Pierre,” perhaps after the town of Char-
lotte, the Bishop and Pastor Pierre Campeau. The inclusion of the 
names Louis and Pierre may have been ceremonial, however. The bell 
itself, which was cast in 1885, shows only the name “Charlotte.”
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The inscription reads:
“Charlotte


Church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Given by the Congregation of Charlotte”

The list of parishioners who funded the bell’s purchase — the 
so-called “Godfathers and Godmothers” of the bell—is found in parish 
records. It reads as follows:

John and Kate Quinlan
James Mooney and Delle Burgen

Charles LaVigne and Mrs. Xavier LaVigne
William Laprise and his wife

Philippe Lessort and Mad. Blanchet
Michael McGrath and Mad. Gribben
McKenzie (Junior) and Ellen O’Brien

Oliver King and Oliver Sorel
Joseph Barre and Mad. McGuy of Monckton

Revd. P. A. Campeau and Anna Quinlan
John Debuc and his wife

Pierre Steben and Dame Gervais
Frank Poulin and Frank Auger

That same year, Fr. Campeau also oversaw other improvements, 
including reroofing the church and the house. The following year, 1866, 
the church was painted inside and out, the barn and hall were repaired, 
the cemetery partially enclosed, and a pulpit was purchased along with 
vestments and a statue of Saint Patrick. In 1887 a new furnace was 
installed and an addition was built onto the west end of the church, 
which expanded the sanctuary and established a small sacristy and 
room for a confessional.  Sixteen new pews, a carpet and three statues 
were also purchased at a total cost of $876.35. In 1888 new doors were 
installed at the church entrance and an additional fence line was placed 
around the church to keep horses away. In 1889 wainscoting was added 
to the interior of the church and spittoons were placed in the house 
and stable.  A harmonium was purchased in 1890. Fr Campeau also 
donated one of the stained glass windows found in the church today. 
It is likely that these windows were installed in June of 1892 when Fr. 
Campeau had the church further restored and decorated. Or perhaps 
they were installed in 1895 when similar stained glass windows were 
installed at the newly constructed St. Catherine’s Church in Shelburne, 
where he also served.

 During this time, Fr. Campeau’s assistants at St. Peter’s usually bore 
most of the duties in Charlotte: Frs. Paquet, Clark and Beauchesne. 
The Annual Report from 1884 indicates that there were about 150 

Fr. Pierre Campeau
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families and some 630 individual parish members attending Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. Easter Communions often gave the best picture of 
those actively practicing their faith, however. In 1884 that number was 
270. Total church receipts in Charlotte that same year were $270.94.  
Mass was celebrated twice a month until 1887 when Fr. Campeau’s   
Annual Report indicated that Mass was celebrated each Sunday. 

The final decades of the nineteenth century mark a time of       
significant demographic change in New England. A second great wave 
of immigration was taking place. While Irish Catholics continued to 
come to the Northeast in the decades following the Famine and Hun-
ger in Ireland, French Canadian Catholics now flooded into the mill 
towns and rural regions of New England. Charlotte was no exception. 

Fr. Campeau’s Annual Report in 1891 stated that there were a total of 
123 families registered with Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church: 83 that 
were French speaking and 40 that spoke English. Church receipts were 
$650.00.  This ethnic ratio is similar to that reported by Fr. Michaud 
in 1879. Of the 150 families in the parish that year, 100 were Canadian 
and about 50 were Irish. By 1902, however, the Annual Report states 
that there were about 104 families at Mount Carmel, 85 of which were 
French speaking and 19 English speaking families. The French speak-
ing church population had now grown to 82 percent, up from the 66 
percent trend of the previous decades. 

Burlington’s second bishop, John Michaud, was among those who 
occasionally traveled to Charlotte to say Mass during this same period. 
Noting the demographic shift taking place throughout the Northeast, 
on May 21, 1901, he wrote of the Charlotte and Shelburne churches; 
“I am pleased at the state of both missions and hope to give these 
two missions a priest who must live at Shelburne. The Irish and their 
children are leaving the farms and the Canadians are taking their 
place.” In 1906 St. Catherine’s Church in Shelburne, which had been 
a mission of Vergennes since 1895, became a parish under Fr. Campeau 
with Charlotte as its mission. His long time assistant in Vergennes, Fr. 
Beauchesne, joined him in Shelburne and was paid an annual salary of 
$200. Fr. Campeau sometimes failed to draw a salary from Charlotte 
annual receipts, which amounted to $1,015 in 1902. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Circa 1900-1930
Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Circa 1900-1930.

Note the horse stables in the background.
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During the early part of the 20th century, Charlotte’s mission 
church grew under the care of numerous priests from surrounding 
communities, primarily Shelburne and eventually Hinesburg. Detailed 
records of this period are scarce. Following Fr. Campeau’s death in 
1914, Fr. Beauchesne, who was well known in Charlotte, became the 
administrator at Shelburne and the Charlotte mission. He soon was 
joined by Fr. Thomas Henry, who became the pastor in Shelburne in 
1915 and remained there until 1927. Mass continued to be celebrated 
in Charlotte every Sunday prior to World War I and catechism classes 
were offered for three or four weeks each year “during warm weather.” 
At this time the priest paid an annual visit to every family registered 
with Our Lady of Mount Carmel.  

The number of families and members at Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel reached a high point prior to World War I when there were over 
600 members of the parish in 1909. By 1921, however, the number of 
parishioners had dropped to 350. The famous post-World War I song 
comes to mind; “How You Gonna’ Keep ‘Em Down On The Farm 
After They’ve Seen Paree?”  Annual receipts that year totaled $2,030. 
The church community grew again to about 460 members by the 
late 1930’s, but as happened after World War I, the number dropped 
after World War II to just over 300 members. As resident pastors at 
St. Catherine’s Parish in Shelburne from 1927 to 1946, Frs. Raymond, 
Regan, Brennan and Cain served Catholics in Charlotte during the 
difficult times of Prohibition, The Great Depression and World War 
II. Church revenues in 1929 were reported to be $2,979, $2,860 in 
1937 and $6,864 by 1946.  That same year, there were an estimated 330 
parish members, 22 new Baptisms, 22 First Communions, 200 Easter 
Communions, two marriages and five deaths.

 In 1946 Our Lady of Mount Carmel became the mission church 
of the newly designated parish in Hinesburg: Saint Jude’s. The new 
pastor, Fr. John Mahoney, was also responsible for Charlotte. As had 
happened over the past 90 years, upkeep of the church, the house and 
hall required constant attention. Over the years annual reports are 
filled with entries dealing with painting, new fences, stoves, roof repair, 
pew purchases and countless other expenses, including horse rentals to 
visit the sick. As mentioned earlier in this history, Fr. Kerlidou noted 
significant improvements to the church, the house that was used as a 
rectory, the adjoining hall and the cemetery grounds in 1875. Records 
show that in 1880 the ceiling of the church was raised and secured with 

iron rods. In 1887 a large 16 by 30 foot addition was added to the back 
of the church and a shallow basement was constructed the length of 
the building. In 1889 new pews were installed. In 1902, the large paint-
ing by Miss Mary Raftery of Our Lady of Mount Carmel was donated 
by the Raftery family and hung high on the Sanctuary wall behind the 
altar.  In 1935 a new roof was put on the parish hall. 

Mary Raftery painting of 
 Our Lady of Mount Carmel

The sanctuary as it appeared from about 1947 until 1965
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Under Fr. Mahoney’s leadership, parishioners in Charlotte agreed to 
double their offerings to fund a major renovation at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. An expert decorator from Winooski, Louis Rocheleau, was 
hired to oversee the project. In 1946 and 1947, the church was com-
pletely renovated and its roof newly shingled. The interior and exterior 
of the church were painted and the church bell returned to working 
order. A new oak altar, communion rails and confessional were also 
built, new carpet was installed, and the painting of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel was reframed. Finally, the west wall of the sanctuary and the 
altar were moved forward about seven feet to expand the sacristy area 
at the west end of the church. The Ladies of Mount Carmel parish 
held a baked ham dinner to help pay for the improvements and many 
of the men of the parish held work bees to improve the cemetery and 
grounds. New Stations of the Cross, donated by Mrs. Katherine Gee, 
were installed in June of 1949 and blessed by Bishop Edward Ryan.

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Circa 1930. Note the 

horse stable to the left at the rear of the church.
Fr. Mahoney’s Annual Report in 1949 mentions 330 members of 

the parish and 200 Easter Communions. Total parish receipts were 
$6,864. He offered an interesting side note. “Mrs. Katherine Gee age 
88 lives in the rectory during the summer months and she has some 
personal belongings.” It should be noted that Fr. Mahoney resided at 
the new rectory in Hinesburg and that Mrs. Gee was the daughter of 
John Quinlan, one of the founders of the parish. At this time Mass was 
celebrated in Charlotte every Sunday at 11:00 AM following a 9:30 AM 
Mass in Hinesburg.  Fr. Joseph Pagliuca replaced Fr. Mahoney as the 
pastor of St. Jude’s and Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 1956. He resided 
in Hinesburg until 1965.

On March 18, 1966, Our Lady of Mount Carmel was formally 
re-established as a parish after being considered a mission church for 
almost 90 years. Msgr. John Fradet was appointed its resident pastor. 
One year earlier, the Vatican directed that Mass be celebrated with 
the altar facing the congregation. Upon his arrival, Fr. Fradet immedi-
ately began making improvements to the church and to the financial 
condition of the parish. Renovations included applying vinyl siding 
to the exterior of the church, and repairing and painting the interior 
walls and ceiling. A new rectory was built just north of the old San-
born House for the resident pastor. New carpeting and lighting were 
installed, and the tabernacle was replaced. Two new classrooms for 
religious education, restrooms, a garage and a kitchen were created in 
the parish hall. The cost for the 1971 project was $15,000. 

Msgr. Edward Gelineau was named the new resident pastor on June 
23, 1976. It was primarily through his interests that much of the history 
of this congregation was unearthed. He was fond of referring to his 
church as the “Quaker Meeting House that became a Catholic Church 
at Baptist Corners.” Msgr. Gelineau also made improvements to the 
church including 26 new pews in October of 1982 for a total cost of 
$13,901. In 1983, during Msgr. Gelineau’s tenure, Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel celebrated the 125th anniversary of its founding. At that time 
new front doors were installed, the steeple and belfry were painted, 
and a new stairway to the choir loft was completed. On the occasion, an 
open house was held on October 2, 1983. Msgr. Gelineau also offered the 
congregation a six-part talk about the role of the church and the faith-
ful in spreading Christ’s word. 

In June of 1990 Msgr. Gelineau retired from active ministry in 
the priesthood and was replaced at Our Lady of Mount Carmel by 
Fr. William Corcoran, who held an administrative position with 
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the Burlington Diocese in addition to his duties in Charlotte.  Over 
the next eighteen months, the parish witnessed a rebirth marked by 
increased attendance at Mass, increased giving, and increases in 
baptisms, First Communions and conversions. Various ministries 
within the parish began to thrive. Working with parish leaders, “Fr. 
Bill” soon began to investigate a major expansion and renovation of 
the parish hall complex as both buildings were more than a century 
old and in serious need of major structural repair. Throughout 1991, 
parish committees began to design the new facility, plan new uses, and 
explore financing strategies.

Early in 1992, however, Fr. Corcoran announced to the parish that 
the growing shortage of priests in the Diocese of Burlington might 
result in Our Lady of Mount Carmel again being designated as a mis-
sion church of Hinesburg or Shelburne and losing its resident priest. 
Interestingly, just as priest shortages posed challenges to the Diocese 
in the 1850’s and 1860’s, shortages of priests were again threatening the 
Catholic community in Charlotte. Parish data from 1990 showed that 
about 320 of 800 registered parishioners regularly attended one of the 
three weekend Masses. However, participation levels were lower, per-
centage wise, in Charlotte than at nearby St. Jude’s or St. Catherine’s. 
In addition to the possibility of becoming a mission church, a wide 
range of options were also presented by Fr. Corcoran, including closing 
down the parish completely or “yoking” it with a neighboring parish 
under one priest.

Emotions ran high as parishioners came together on April 5, 1992, 
for a parish meeting to discuss the future of the parish and the hall 
construction project. An opinion survey was distributed to seek input 
and small groups discussed the future of the parish and the role of 
priests and the laity in the parish. One outcome of this process was 
recognizing the need for even greater involvement by lay ministers 
within the church community. Given the high levels of uncertainty sur-
rounding the future of the parish, the Parish Council and Fr. Corcoran 
also decided that it would be irresponsible to undertake a major con-
struction project and incur significant debt at that time. Over the next 
two years a more modest renovation of the Parish Hall was undertaken 
instead. 

By late summer of 1992, Fr. Corcoran announced his reassignment 
and by the fall he had left the parish for Amman, Jordan.  In November 

of 1992, Fr. Thomas Mosher became the resident pastor. A soft spoken 
man who was well-liked, he undertook a fundraising project to restore 
the large painting of Our Lady of Mount Carmel that had hung in the 
church for 90 years. Some 150 parishioners each “bought” a square 
inch of the painting to be restored. The project was completed in July 
of 1993. 
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Just one year later, in July of 1994, Fr. Mosher was reassigned and re-
placed by Fr. Larry Olszewski, C.S.C.  His stay in Charlotte was briefer 
than that of his immediate predecessors. Given his strong administra-
tive background, just twelve months after he arrived Fr. Olszewski was 
reassigned to Bennington, Vermont, to assist two parishes that were 
being merged into one.

  

 Parish Hall after 1993-94 renovation

In June of 1995, Fr. Gerald Ragis left the Benedictine Monastery 
in Benson, Vermont, and was assigned to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
by Bishop Kenneth Angel. Counting Fr. Gelineau, Fr. Ragis was the 
fifth priest to serve the parish community in five years. Great uncer-
tainty existed within the parish, but the community remained calm 
and trusting that God would provide. He did, as Fr. Ragis brought 
stability back to Our Lady of Mount Carmel. Known as an effective 
homilist, Fr. Ragis played a significant role in focusing the parish on 
its inner strength as a community of the faithful, rather than focusing 
on what might happen as a result of Diocesan action. As an affirmation 
of the future, parishioners signed a mission statement that was framed 
and hung inside the church. It read in part: “Fear not, little flock, it has 
pleased your father to give you the Kingdom. Therefore do not worry 
like the pagans. Seek first the Kingdom of God and God’s way of holi-
ness and all these other things will be given to you.” (Matthew 6:31)

During his eight years in Charlotte, Fr. Ragis worked closely with 
the Parish Council to expand its role in decision making and the daily 
operation of the parish. Many positive changes began to take place 
as the various ministries within the parish grew, including the newly 
formed Faith in Action health ministry. However, due to recurring 
health challenges and the burden of his duties at both Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel and St. Jude’s in Hinesburg, Fr. Ragis resigned as pastor 
and retired in July of 2003.

Fr. Ragis was promptly replaced by Fr. David Cray, a priest from the 
Society of St. Edmund. Fr. David immediately built upon the founda-
tion set by his recent predecessors and continued the welcoming and 
prayerful tone within the parish. Parish ministries continued to grow, 
including two adult choirs and a children’s choir, a robust youth 
program and religious education program, the Faith in Action minis-
try, a highly functional Parish Council, the Liturgy Committee, Altar 
Servers, Greeters at Mass,  Eucharistic Ministers,  Mass Lectors, and 
many more who contribute to the wellbeing of the parish. 

Noting many of the structural needs of the church, Fr. David and 
the Parish Council organized a major stewardship campaign in 2006 
in order to address a long list of renovation projects. As had occurred 
many times in the past, parishioners stepped forward to make the fund 
raising campaign a great success, exceeding the stated goal of $125,000 
by $92,000.  In the months that followed the following projects were 
completed:

• The interior of the church was repainted.
• New carpet was installed in the church.
• New sound and lighting systems were installed.
• The rear entry to the church was improved.
• A new blue stone entry was constructed at the entrance to the
          church. 
• Century old stained glass windows were removed and repaired.
• New post and rail fence was instlled in front of the cemetery

As Our Lady of Mount Carmel celebrates its 150th anniversary 
there are about 317 families (households) and an estimated 951 persons 
registered with the parish. During 2008 there were six baptisms, ten 
First Communions, nine Confirmations, five weddings and five deaths. 
Regular weekend Mass attendance averages about 175. While some 
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parishioners speak French or other languages, English is the primary 
language for all.  Unlike a century ago, today’s parishioners exhibit a 
wide and diverse mix of dozens of ethnicities. 

For the fiscal year ending June of 2008, the parish had total income 
of about $109,000. Although it had an adjusted operating loss of 
$4,007, the parish had significant cash reserves on hand. Fiscal years 
2006, 2007 and 2008 showed increasing ordinary income each year, 
and despite a severe economic recession during the fiscal year begin-
ning in 2008, ordinary income in 2009 remains ahead of 2008. 

 

Given the shortage of priests that is being experienced through-
out the United States, Fr. Cray serves as pastor of both Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish and St. Jude’s Parish in Hinesburg. Due to the 
high demand on Fr. Cray’s time, an integrated weekend Mass schedule 
has been developed. Saturday afternoon Mass is said at St. Jude’s along 
with Sunday morning Mass at 9:30. At Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
Sunday Mass is celebrated at 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM. Worshipers from 
both parishes often attend Mass at either location. Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel continues an unbroken tradition dating back to its origins of 
celebrating Mass on Christmas Eve, although no longer at midnight. 

In June of 2008, the parish began a year long celebration of it 150th 
birthday with a visit by Bishop Salvatore Matano. A major part of this 
celebration involved giving gifts associated with the liturgical calendar.  
It’s customary to receive gifts for an anniversary or birthday from those 
who love you, so this 150th anniversary was a wonderful opportunity to 
demonstrate through gift giving that we are a loving parish community. 
Joan Jamieson coordinated this activity and offered this summary of 
the parish’s gift giving celebration.

“The inspiration behind the gift-giving concept was God’s gift to 
us of His loving grace.  Parishioners did not have to do anything to 
“earn” their gifts – no minimum donation, no service to the parish, no 
strings attached.  They simply had to accept the gifts when they were 
distributed after Mass.  In this same way, we simply need to be present 
to God to receive His glorious gift of grace, which gives us hope for 
eternal life.

In all, 11 were distributed to parishioners during the anniversary 
year, each with its own special meaning:  

•  June 1, 2008: the kick-off of our anniversary year.  Bishop 
Matano honored our special event by celebrating the 8 AM 
Children’s Mass and joining us for breakfast following Mass.  A 
prayer book of daily inspirations was given to each family as a 
reminder to make this special anniversary year a prayerful one.

•  August 14 & 15, 2008: the Feast of the Assumption.  Each 
year we celebrate this event with a Mass and meal on top of 
Mt. Philo in Charlotte.  Our gift for this event was a variety of 
fragrant potted herbs.  Not only did plants fit with the outdoor 
setting on Mt. Philo, but also flowers and herbs are linked in 
some cultures to the healing power of Mary.  Our gift of herbs 
was chosen to remind us of the healing power of our faith.  Some 

 

    
OUR LADY OF MOUNT 

CARMEL    

    
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

SUMMARY    

         

FYE 6/30 2006  2007  2008  2009(B) 

          

Ordinary Income 78,409  83,404  85,950  85,950 

Auxiliary Income 17,006  13,942  16,163  12,755 

Special Collections 10,567  7,875  7,012  7,016 

     Total Income 105,982  105,221  109,125  105,721 
        

Priest Expenses 20,777  22,823  22,292  23,841 

Liturgical Expenses 7,396  6,244  7,795  8,697 

Other Admin. Exp. 20,554  20,516  37,005  31,962 

School Subsidies Exp. 6,687  7,760  7,457  9,026 

Religious Educ. Exp. 5,627  4,893  4,262  5,184 

Other Prog. Exp. 1,458  1,503  1,655  1,780 

Church Bldg. Exp. 6,278  26,815  32,987  9,506 

Rectory Bldg. Exp. 8,048  9,529  9,116  10,117 

Parish Hall Exp. 5,282  10,264  5,080  5,355 

Unallocated Prop. Exp. 12,017  6,622  9,484  9,695 

Special Collections Exp. 10,359  7,145  6,811  6,816 

Other Exp. 1,594  719  6,357  500 

     Total Expenses 106,077  124,833  150,301  122,479 

Net Income (Loss) -95  -19,612  -41,176  -16,758 
        
Cap. Camp. Funded 
Building Exp.   27,250  23,128  0 
Cuneen Campaign 

Expense     13,098  4,140 

150th Anniversary Expense     943  0 

Adjusted Operating Income 3,905  7,635  -4,007  -12,618 

        

Ending Cash Balance 80,922  60,905  40,418  27,800 

        
Capital Campaign Account 

Cash     77,104   
Capital Campaign Pledges 
6/30/08     216,812   
Capital Campaign Cash 
Rec'd 6/30/08     99,046   
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perennial herbs were planted in a garden next to the parish hall 
as a lasting reminder of this special year.

•  October 2008: Rosary Month.  We gave each parishioner a 
bookmark with an illustration of Our Lady of Mount Carmel on 
the front and a beautiful prayer to her on the back in honor of 
the Rosary.

•  November 2, 2008: All Souls Day.  Packets of forget-me-not 
seeds were given to remind us not only of our loved ones who 
have gone before us, but also that Jesus will never forget us.  A 
special area near the altar contained a display of forget-me-nots 
in vases that surrounded both a book in which parishioners 
wrote the names of deceased loved ones and a plaque with the 
names of those parishioners who had passed away in the past 
year.  This display remained throughout the month of Novem-
ber.

•  December 2008:  Christmas.   We went to Danforth 
Pewters in Middlebury, Vermont, to have an ornament specially 
commissioned for this special anniversary year.  It has a beauti-
ful depiction of our church on the front and our anniversary 
year theme, “We Remember, We Celebrate, We Believe”, on the 
back.  The gift of this ornament was given to each family as a re-
minder of God’s gift to us of His only begotten son, Jesus Christ.  

•  January 11, 2009:  Baptism of the Lord Sunday.  Water from 
the Jordan River was drawn specifically for our parish at Yarden-
it, a baptism site in Israel believed by some to be a likely loca-
tion where John the Baptist baptized Jesus.  Pictures and video 
of the water being drawn were provided for posterity.  The water, 
placed in glass bottles and blessed by Father Cray, remind us that 
through our baptism, we are all sons and daughters of God.

•  March 1, 2009:  First Sunday of Lent.  Miniature cacti were 
given to each family to be placed in their home for the 40 days 
of Lent.  They remind us of the time Jesus spent in the desert 
praying and being alone with God.  They are a visual cue for 
each of us to spend time with God during the Lenten season.

•  April 12, 2009:  Easter.  Beautiful olive wood crosses made 
in the Holy Land were distributed to each family on Easter Sun-
day.  The crosses had a cut-out leaving a space where previously 
Jesus hung on the cross.  They were chosen to complement the 

Gospel of St. Mark from which the following quote was included 
with each cross:  “You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified.  He 
has been raised; he is not here.” 

•  May 31, 2009: Pentecost.  A gift of candles was chosen to 
remind us that we are all filled with the Holy Spirit.  In the first 
reading from the Acts of the  Apostles it reads: “Then there 
appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and came to 
rest on each one of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” 

•  June 21, 2009:  End of anniversary year party.  To build on 
our theme of celebrating the history of our parish, we gave out 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel scapulas to all who came to view our 
history displays in the parish hall on the final day of our year-
long celebration.  

•  Fall of 2009: 150th Anniversary History of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. Parishioners were given a copy of this book 
about the history of the parish.

Another part of the parish’s 150th anniversary celebration cen-
tered on researching and sharing the fascinating history of the parish.  
A small committee worked throughout the year to research various 
aspects of the history of the parish. Projects included creating a time 
capsule, a photographic history of the many priests who served the 
parish over the past 150 years, a written history of the parish and 
several presentations about the   parish, including a talk about its lay 
founder, John Quinlan, and  about the clergy who served the parish.

One year after the opening ceremony began with Mass being cel-
ebrated by Bishop  Matano, the closing ceremony for the anniversary 
year took place on Sunday, June 21, 2009, almost 150 years to the day 
that Bishop de Goesbriand came to Charlotte to bless the cornerstone 
on June 19, 1859.  At 10:30 AM, Fr. David Cray led a procession of 
parishioners on a symbolic march from Baptist Corners to the present 
day church. As the church bell pealed and a bagpipe played Amazing 
Grace, some 100 children and adults—ages four to eighty-four—lined 
up to pull a six foot long, scaled replica of the church as a symbolic 
recreation of the journey 150 years earlier when the Quaker Meeting 
House was drawn by oxen from Starksboro to its current site.  
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150th Closing Ceremony Procession on June 21, 2009

Once at the entrance of the church, Fr. Cray commented on the ef-
forts of area Catholics a century and a half ago. Former pastor Fr. Ger-
ald Ragis, Parish Council Chairwoman Colleen Armstrong,  and Msgr. 
Depeaux, a former altar boy at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, offered 
prayers before Fr. Cray blessed the cornerstone and entryway. Fr. Cray:

“In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen.

Let us listen to the Word of God:

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians (2:19-22):

Brothers and Sisters:  You are strangers and aliens no longer.  
No, you are fellow citizens of the saints and members of the house-
hold of God.  You form a building which rises on the foundation 
of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
capstone.  Through him the whole structure is fitted together and 
takes shape as a holy temple in the Lord; in him you are being 
built into this temple, to become a dwelling place for God in the 
Spirit.  The Word of the Lord.

Let us pray:
God our Father, from living stones, your chosen people, you 

have built an eternal temple to your glory.  As we celebrate the one 
hundred fiftieth anniversary of the blessing of this cornerstone, we 
rededicate Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and ourselves to 
your service.  May our lives and worship always be sincere, and 
help us to find your saving love in this church and this commu-
nity.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.”

             150th Closing Ceremony Procession. June 21, 2009

Those in attendance then entered church to celebrate Mass. Several 
of John Quinlan’s descendants were in attendance for this historic cel-
ebration. Following the service, parishioners gathered in the parish hall 
for refreshments and a cake made by parishioner Judy Laberge.  With 
God’s good grace, many of the children who marched with their par-
ents on this day will return with their grandchildren in 2059 and march 
in procession once again as Our Lady of Mount Carmel celebrates its 
200th anniversary.
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Descendants of John Quinlan attending Mass
 at the 150th closing ceremony.

Replica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church
Built by Joe Blanchette and Emile Cote

This historical narrative is a collective work based on a 
brochure about the history of the parish originally written 
by Carol Novik on the occasion of the 125th anniversary of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 1983 and later updated by 
Frank Thornton. After further research, this work has been 
edited and further expanded by Joseph Blanchette on the 
occasion of the 150th anniversary of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. 

Additional source material was secured from parish 
records held at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, The Diocese 
of Burlington, Saint Michael’s College, and records kept by 
former pastor Msgr. Edward Gelineau and Frank Thornton.  

Additional source material:
•  Fr. Joseph Couture’s Clergy Biographies: 1964 
•  Diary of Bishop Louis de Goesbriand 
•  Miscellaneous Diocesan records
•  Notes by Msgr. Edward Gelineau
•  History of St. Catherine’s Parish, Shelburne, 
      Vermont
•  St. Peter’s Church, 1874-1974, A History of St. Peter’s 
      Parish, Vergennes, Vermont 
•  Carol Novik’s 1983 OLMC History brochure with
      Frank Thornton update
•  An Inland See, Howard Coffin, 2001
•  Around the Mountains, William Wallace Higbee 
•  Atlas of Chittenden County, Vermont, Charles E.
      Tuttle C. Publishers
•  St. Anne of Isle La Motte in Lake Champlain, Fr.
      Joseph Kerlidou
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A Brief History of the Clergy Serving
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

by
Joseph P. Blanchette

Introduction
Any discussion about the origins of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Parish in Charlotte must first begin with the spread of Catholicism in 
Vermont. In 1609 Samuel de Champlain headed up the St. Lawrence 
and Richelieu Rivers and onto a lake that today bears his name. He 
soon set foot on the shore of an island that is known today as Isle 
La Motte. A late convert to Catholicism, Champlain’s exploration of 
the lake that would later bear his name eventually set in motion the 
slow but gradual spread of the Roman Catholic faith in Vermont and 
the eventual creation of the Catholic Diocese of Burlington. In the 
decades that followed Champlain’s visit, French Jesuits, including Fr. 
Isaac Jogues, came to the Champlain Valley hoping to spread their 
faith among the various Indian tribes, such as the Iroquois, Abenakis, 
Mohicans and others. In 1666 a French fort dedicated to St. Anne was 
established on the northwest shore of Isle La Motte and the first Mass 
was celebrated on June 26th of that year. A stone chapel was also built 
by the Jesuits nearby at the mouth of the Missisquoi River in 1700. 

The growth of Catholic believers grew slowly, however. While most 
settlers coming to this region were Protestants, Catholics were begin-
ning to arrive and most lived in the northwestern part of an area that 
would later be called Vermont. At the turn of the 19th century, Bishop 
Jean de Cheverus of Boston sent Fr. Francois Matignon to visit the 
Lake Champlain valley on his way to Quebec; the first official recog-
nition of Catholics in Vermont by the Church in the United States.  
He reportedly baptized 18 children in the Burlington area in 1815. As 
French and Irish Catholics continued to populate Vermont, Fr. Jer-
emiah O’Callaghan, Vermont’s first pastor, was sent to the Champlain 
Valley in 1830 by Bishop Fenwick of Boston to minister to an estimated 
eight small Catholic congregations of less than 100 members each.  
Two years later, the first Catholic Church was dedicated in Burling-
ton—St. Mary’s. By 1852 ten churches stood in Vermont; most located 
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in the western part of the state from Castleton to Swanton. Only five 
priests served an estimated 15,000-20,000 Catholics at the time.

In 1853 Vermont Catholics learned that they would have a bishop 
assigned to minister to the faithful. Late in the 
day of November 5, 1853, newly consecrated 
Bishop Louis de Goesbriand arrived by 
rail in Burlington to begin what would 
be a remarkable tenure spanning 
five decades. De Goesbriand was a          
native of Brittany, France, and was 
37 at the time of his arrival. By his 
estimate, about one third of Catholics 
in Vermont were French speaking at 
that time, but more Irish immigrants 
were moving into the state due to the 
Famine and Hunger in Ireland. Con-
cerned that a handful of priests would not 
be able to serve the growing Catholic 
population, de Goesbriand traveled 
to Rome, France and Ireland in 1855 
and recruited five more priests “for my 
destitute diocese” in Vermont. He brought three men back from France 
and two from Ireland. The Bishop would make many more recruitment 
trips in the decades that followed. By 1860 Bishop de Goesbriand had 
begun to facilitate the establishment of one dozen churches in Vermont, 
including a new church in Charlotte and the construction of the Cathe-
dral in Burlington.

Prior to this time, Catholics in Charlotte and adjoining towns 
worshipped at St. Peter’s Church in Vergennes, then a mission of the 
Church of the Assumption in Middlebury. Understandably, they found 
the 20 mile round trip to be very burdensome. Charlotte Catholics also 
preferred to establish their own identity just as Catholic communities 
were doing up and down the state. Prior to the establishment of the 
Charlotte church in 1858-59, Mass was also occasionally celebrated 
in private homes as priests from Burlington on their way to or from 
Vergennes would visit Charlotte. Fr. Jerome M. Cloarec, newly 
ordained on July 4, 1858, was reported to have said the first Mass 
in Charlotte in 1858. The first baptismal entry for the new church 
community was made on October 10, 1858. Other priests from 

Bishop Louis de Goesbriand

Middlebury or Burlington, like Fr. O’Callaghan and Bishop de Goes-
briand, also came to Charlotte on occasion to say Mass, usually on 
weekdays and typically only once a month. During his long tenure as 
Bishop of Burlington, de Goesbriand made frequent trips to Charlotte. 
On one occasion, Christmas of 1866, he commented, “I celebrated 
Mass and heard confessions in the neat little church of this place.” 

Two men ultimately played a critical role in bringing a church to 
Charlotte. One was named John Quinlan, an Irish immigrant who 
came to Charlotte during the mid-1840s. Quinlan, who was married 
twice, had to provide for a large family of twelve children. Once in 
Charlotte he quickly made his name as a successful farmer and woods-
man who ran a saw mill and sold cord wood. He also became very 
astute as a land speculator and by 1860 he was reported to have held 
real estate worth over $16,000, a very large sum at that time. 

The second man was Bishop Louis de Goesbriand, who favorably 
responded to John Quinlan’s proposal to establish a church in Charlotte. 
On August 10, 1858, Quinlan first purchased a house and 3 3/4 acres of 
land on Spear Street from James and Susan Sanborn and George and 
Cynthia Sanborn. Located less than a quarter of a mile south of what 
was known as Baptist Corners in Charlotte, this would become the site 
of Charlotte’s first and only Catholic church. The sale price was $925 
and the house still stands today. An addition on the southern side of 
the Sanborn home was temporarily used as a chapel for visiting priests.  
The structure presently serves as the parish hall. 

Earlier that same year, Quinlan learned that the Quaker commu-
nity in nearby North Starksboro would be disbanding due to declining 
participation. As a result, their Meeting House, which was built in 
1812, was for sale.  Bishop de Goesbriand contributed $200 toward the 
purchase price for the Quaker Meeting House and Quinlan provided 
the remainder of the purchase price. An additional $1,128 was needed 
to move the building to its present location during the winter of 1858-
59 and to prepare the foundation. Members of the congregation con-
tributed the remainder of the needed funds. Bishop de Goesbriand’s 
June 19, 1959, diary entry mentions “Blessing of the cornerstone of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel of Charlotte.” 

Due to the shortage of priests serving all Vermont Catholics, the 
new church in Charlotte had to settle for monthly Mass being said by 
priests visiting from Burlington or Vergennes rather than having its 
own pastor. One of the first priests to regularly visit Our Lady of Mount 
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Carmel was Fr. Jerome Cloarec, who was also overseeing the construc-
tion of the Cathedral in Burlington. Fr. Cloarec was one of the priests 
from Brittany, France, who was recruited by Bishop de Goesbriand, also 
a native of Brittany. Among others recruited during the 1850s were 
Frs. Picard and John Mary Cam from Brittany, and Frs. Thomas Lynch 
and Patrick Cunningham from All Hallows Seminary in Dublin. By 
1865 the Burlington Diocese had 16 priests and by 1869 there were 
26 priests serving in Vermont. In the year that followed visitation by 
priests became more frequent. Although formal designation as a parish 
first occurred in 1874, within several years Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
was again considered a mission church; of Vergennes until 1906, of 
Shelburne until 1946, and finally of Hinesburg until 1966 when it again 
was formally re-designated as a parish. 

The Clergy Serving Charlotte Catholics
During the years prior to and immediately following the founding 

of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church in 1858, numerous priests from 
the Diocese of Burlington brought the Sacraments to the Catholic 
community in Charlotte. Diocesan records during this period offer few 
references to specific priests who traveled to Charlotte. A review of the 
diary of Bishop de Goesbriand uncovers a period when a handful of 
priests shuffled about the various church communities in Vermont like 
pieces on a game board. They included, Frs. Picard, Duglue, Daly, Le 
Calvez, Lynch, Quevillon and Drolet. All served the Catholic commu-
nity in Vergennes as well as Catholics who traveled to Vergennes from 
the Charlotte area. A certain level of stability was eventually achieved 
after Bishop de Goesbriand visited Charlotte on September 9, 1866.  
His diary reads: “Visited the church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
and laid down to the congregation on what terms they would continue 
to have a priest.” History will show that the Catholic community in 
Charlotte heeded the Bishop’s instructions as services in the decades 
that followed increased in frequency along with the regular presence 
of a priest assigned to Charlotte. The summary that follows offers an 
account of the priests serving Charlotte’s Catholic community.  

1830-1854
Fr. Jeremiah O’Callaghan was one of 17 children born in 1780 in 

Dooneens, County Cork, Ireland. He was ordained in Ireland in 1805. 

His outspoken hostility to usury embroiled him in conflict with many, 
including his religious superiors. Due to his extreme views on “interest 
taking” by those lending money, the oft disciplined and unrepentant 
priest was called to Rome on two occasions and he wandered about 
Ireland, England, Canada and the United States for many years. 

Desperate for priests, Bishop Fenwick accepted him into the Boston 
Diocese in 1830 and charged him with caring for the entire state of 
Vermont. On July 9, 1830, Fr. O’Callaghan arrived in Burlington and 
for the next 24 years visited each of the churches, missions and other 
locations across the state where Catholics resided. Fluent in Gaelic, he 
often spoke, preached and heard confessions in that Irish tongue. He 
had some assistance from Fr. John B. Daly, O.F.M., who was assigned to 
visit missions in parts of New Hampshire, Massachusetts and southern 
Vermont. O’Callaghan was known as the “Apostle of Vermont.” He 
built St. Mary’s Church on Prospect Hill in Burlington in 1832, but it 
was later destroyed by fire of suspicious origin in 1838. He then built 
the second St. Mary’s Church at the corner of St. Paul and Cherry 
Streets which was dedicated in October of 1841.

Fr. O’Callaghan remained controversial until his dying days. In 
1834, he published a book, Usury, Funds and Banking, dealing with topics 
like pew rent and grave taxes, and he condemned charging interest on 
loaned money. He was openly critical of the opening of the Burlington 
Savings Bank that same year, and engaged in a public and bitter dis-
pute with John Henry Hopkins, the Episcopal Bishop of Vermont. Fr. 
O’Callaghan even published a treatise entitled, The Vagaries and Heresies 
of John Henry Hopkins. He later published Free Love, a book against im-
moral practices, and then Exposure on Vermont Banking. 

On November 17, 1853, within days after the arrival of Bishop de 
Goesbriand in Burlington, Fr. O’Callaghan expressed his desire to retire 
from the holy ministry and live privately. His request was promptly 
granted and he left Burlington the following year. Instead of retiring, 
however, he became the pastor of a large parish based in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. He immediately set about raising funds to build a 
church for St. Jerome’s parish. When parishioners were only able to 
raise about 30 percent of the necessary funds, Fr, O’Callaghan donated 
over $16,000 of his personal savings to complete the church rather 
than borrow money and pay interest to a bank. Fr. O’Callaghan died at 
the age of 81 on February 23, 1861, in Holyoke, Massachusetts, and is 
buried next to St. Jerome’s Church.  
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1850-1854
Fr. Joseph Quevillon was born in Laval 

County, Quebec, on June 8, 1805. He was 
ordained in Montreal on September 18, 
1829, and served numerous parishes in 
Quebec over the next twenty years.  In 
April of 1850 he arrived in Burlington, 
Vermont, and was charged with helping 
to organize the newly created St. Joseph’s 
Parish for French speaking Catholics in 
Burlington. In addition to this assignment, 
he attended to the missions located south of 
Burlington, including Vergennes, where 
Catholics from Charlotte traveled for 
the Sacraments when they could. In 
October of 1854, he resigned his parish and returned to Canada. In the 
years that followed he served as pastor for several parishes in Quebec, 
New York and Massachusetts. He died on August 6, 1891, and was bur-
ied in Quebec at the parish where he was born.

1855-1858
Fr. Pierre Jean Le Calvez was born in Brittany, France, on October 

10, 1829. Ordained in France in 1854, he was recruited by Bishop de 
Goesbriand to come to the Burlington 
Diocese in 1855. Upon his arrival that 
fall, he served various local churches 
until February 4, 1857, when he was 
appointed as pastor at the Church 
of the Assumption in Middlebury. 
He also served in Vergennes, one of 
Middlebury’s mission churches. Fr. Le 
Calvez was one of the priests who likely 
served Catholics from Charlotte who 
traveled to Vergennes at this time. He 
remained in Middlebury and Vergennes 
until June 26, 1858, when he was given 
permission to return to France for 
health reasons. 

Fr. Joseph Quevillon

   Fr. Pierre Jean Le Calvez

Upon his return to Vermont several months later, he renounced his 
vows and left the priesthood to marry a 29 year-old seamstress from 
the parish in Vergennes, who he had been seeing for over a year. Dur-
ing the next 30 years, the couple moved back and forth between Mas-
sachusetts and Vermont with their children before settling down in 
Woburn, Massachusetts. One day in November of 1890 Fr. Le Calvez, 
now Peter John Carpenter, told his 61 year-old wife that he would be 
traveling to Boston for the day on business. He did not return and was 
never heard from again. 

1857-1860
Fr. Joseph Duglue was born on September 

3, 1834, at Carentoir, Morbihan, France. 
Along with his friend, Fr. Jerome Cloarec, 
he was one of those recruited by Bishop 
de Goesbriand to come to Burlington 
in 1855. After finishing his studies in 
Baltimore he was ordained in 
Burlington on February 4, 1857, by 
Bishop de Goesbriand. He soon joined 
Fr. Le Calvez serving in Middlebury 
and Vergennes over the next few years 
before returning to Burlington from May 
of 1862 to the fall of 1862. Fr. Duglue 
served numerous parishes and missions 
throughout Vermont over the next 30 
years before resigning from the Diocese 
to serve as chaplain at St. Vincent’s 
Retreat for the Insane in Harrison, New York. He died in New York on 
June 8, 1897, and was buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery in Burlington, 
Vermont. 

1862-1864
Fr. George Napoleon Caissy was born in Sorel, Quebec, on March 

15 1838. As a child he moved to Rutland, Vermont, and later attended 
seminaries in Montreal and Baltimore. He was ordained in Burlington 
on June 14, 1862, and was the first Canadian in New England to receive 
Holy Orders. Fr. Caissy was a curate in Burlington from 1862 to 1864 

Fr. Joseph Duglue
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where he also cared for the missions 
in Charlotte and Underhill. In 1864 he 
became pastor in West Rutland for a 
short time, and from 1864 to 1868 he 
attended to the mission churches in 
Enosburg, Richford, Lowell and Ba-
kersfield. Fr. Caissy died from throat 
cancer on November 10, 1888, at the 
age of 50 while residing at the rectory 
at St. Francis in Winooski, Vermont. 
He was laid to rest in the crypt at 
Holy Angels Church in St. Albans. 

1863-1865
Fr. Denis Ryan was born in Ireland on November 5, 1837. He was or-

dained in Ireland, and assigned to serve in Burlington, Vermont. Upon 
his arrival on July 31, 1863, he was assigned to the Burlington Cathedral 
and also served the missions in Charlotte and Underhill until January 
of 1865. He remained in the greater Bennington area until September 
of 1872 when he left for Massachusetts. He died on September 1, 1906, 
in Keene, New Hampshire. 

1865-1868
Fr. Michael McCauley was born in the Diocese of Sandwich, 

Ireland. His birth date is unknown. As 
a young man he traveled to Montreal 
where he entered the seminary. While 
still under minor orders he was brought 
to Burlington, Vermont, on December 24, 
1863, where he continued preparing for 
the priesthood while serving the Catholic 
community. He was ordained in Montreal 
one year later on December 17, 1864, and 
less than two weeks later was assigned to 
be an assistant at St. Bridget’s Church in 
West Rutland. From May 30, 1865, until 
October 5, 1868, Fr. McCauley was reas-

Fr. George Napoleon Caissy

Fr. Michael McCauley

signed back to Burlington where he was a curate serving not only the 
Catholics in Burlington, but also the mission church in Charlotte. 
He was reassigned again in 1868, but retired in 1879 and returned to 
Ireland. 

1861-1874
Msgr. Jerome Mary Cloarec was born 

in June 17, 1833, at St. Sauveur, Brittany, 
France. In 1855 he accepted Bishop de 
Goesbriand’s invitation to come 
to Burlington. He was ordained 
in Burlington on July 4, 1858, and 
later assigned to southern Vermont 
to serve Catholics in the greater 
Bennington area. In 1861 he was 
transferred to Burlington and became 
rector of the Cathedral, also called 
St. Mary’s Church (the English speak-
ing parish). He also served the missions 
of Charlotte, Richmond, Underhill and  
Williston, and supervised the building 
of the new Cathedral in Burlington. 
In 1870 he was put in charge of the 
French Canadian parishes in East and West Rutland, but soon was 
brought back to St. Joseph’s Church in Burlington (the French parish) 
on July 25, 1871. Fr. Cloarec was well-liked and highly respected. He was 
conferred the title of monsignor in 1901 and over the next two decades 
served as diocesan vicar general, diocesan consultor and examiner of 
the clergy. He died on February 10, 1920, at the age of 86. Having first 
arrived in Burlington as one of Bishop de Goesbriand’s original recruits 
from France, he played a critical part in the birthing and development 
of the Burlington Diocese over seven decades. 

1874-1877 & 1881-1884
Fr. Joseph Kerlidou was born on February 9, 1849, in Londerneau, 

Finistere, France. Ordained in 1873, he sailed to America and came to 
Burlington, Vermont. His first assignment was at St. Joseph’s Parish 
in Burlington and then he was put in charge of the mission churches 
in Charlotte and Hinesburg from 1874-1877. Bishop de Goesbriand 

Msgr. Jerome Mary Cloarec



– 42 – – 43 –

designated him as Charlotte’s first resident 
pastor on April 9, 1874. Given that an Irish 
family was living in the soon-to-be rectory 
in Charlotte, he resided at St. Joseph’s until 
the fall. When he was able, he commuted 
by horse and buggy, or stage coach until 
September 27, 1874, when he moved to 
Charlotte. In 1877 he was sent to Hyde Park 
until May of 1878. He then was assigned to 
St. Peter’s in Vergennes from 1878-79 and 
again from 1881-84 when Charlotte was 
considered a mission church of Vergennes. 

In 1884 Fr. Kerlidou traveled back to France “in quest of health.” 
Upon his return to Vermont he served on the faculty of St. Joseph’s 
College in Burlington until 1886. That same year he became the first 
resident pastor for Alburg, Isle La Motte and North Hero, Vermont. 
His historical research discovered the site of old Fort St. Anne at Isle 
La Motte. He used the stones from the fort to construct the Stations 
of the Cross and he built the chapel on that site and began pilgrimages. 
He possessed a great interest in history and wrote: St. Anne of Isle La 
Motte in Lake Champlain along with a history of the Burlington Diocese. 
Fr. Kerlidou died on December 17, 1898 after much suffering, and was 
buried at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Isle La Motte. He was 49 at the 
time of his death.

1879-1881
Fr. John Stephen Michaud was born in Burlington, Vermont, on No-

vember 24, 1843, and was baptized by Father Jeremiah O’Callaghan. He 
was raised in Burlington and as a young man worked in the Burlington 
lumber yards. He also studied throughout this period and was the first 
graduate of Stratton Commercial College in Burlington. He entered 
Montreal College under the Suplician fathers and later attended Holy 
Cross in Massachusetts, where he graduated in 1870. He then entered 
the seminary in New York, was ordained on June 7, 1873, and was the 
first native Vermont priest ordained to serve the Diocese of Burlington. 

After first serving at St. Joseph’s in Burlington with Fr. Cloarec, he 
tended to Catholics in northern and western Vermont before coming 
back to the Burlington area in May of 1879. For the next several years he 
also served the mission churches in Charlotte, Underhill and Fairfield. 

Fr. Kerlidou

With the erection of the rectory at St. 
Stephen’s Parish in Winooski, Fr. Michaud 
was sent to Winooski where he served 
as the resident pastor from November 
of 1881 to October of 1885. In June 1892 
he was consecrated as Bishop of Burling-
ton and eventually succeeded Bishop de 
Goesbriand in November of 1899. 

Bishop Michaud played a key role in 
the founding of Fanny Allen Hospital as 
well as the overall development of the Dio-
cese. He also donated the 14-foot gilded 
statue of the Virgin Mary that stood atop 
the Cathedral of the Immaculate Concep-
tion in Burlington for almost 70 years, 
and that now stands on the grounds at St. Anne’s Shrine in Isle La Motte. 
During his tenure as bishop, the number of priests serving the Diocese of 
Burlington rose from 51 to 102. While on his return from a pilgrimage to 
Lourdes, France, Bishop Michaud died on December 22, 1908, at the age 
of 55. At the time of his death an estimated 75,000 Catholics worshiped at 
72 church buildings and 28 missions.

1884-1914
Fr. Pierre Augustin Campeau was born in Scolesgoe, Canada, on April 

15, 1831 and ordained in Paris on June 11, 1868, as a Suplician priest. He 
was originally stationed in Montreal until 1884 when Bishop de Goesbri-
and was able to arrange his transfer to the Burlington area. On October 
11, 1884, he was named pastor of St. Peter’s Church in Vergennes, where 
he enlarged the church, installed the new altar and church bells, opened 
a school and built a convent. From Vergennes he also cared for missions 
in Charlotte and Shelburne. In 1892 he donated the old Stations of the 
Cross from St. Peter’s to the church in Charlotte. He also had the bell 
tower added to the Charlotte church, secured the bell and also donated 
one of the church’s stained glass windows. He erected the church in 
Shelburne in 1895 and the rectory a decade later. In December of 1906 
Fr. Campeau became the first pastor at St. Catherine’s in Shelburne 
while continuing to tend the Charlotte mission. In February of 1914 Fr. 
Campeau suffered a stroke and died in Montreal on November 27, 1914. 
He was buried in the Grand Seminary in Montreal.

Fr. John Stephen Michaud
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Fr. Campeau was a strong force not only 
within his parishes but within the Diocese. 
He was among a group of French-speaking 
priests who confronted Bishop Michaud 
and the rest of the Church hierarchy in 
1908 over the need for the Diocese to have 
a French speaking priest serve as Michaud’s 
eventual successor. Known as Le Petit 
Eglise affair, this mini-rebellion by many 
French speaking priests and Canadian 
Catholics in Vermont dragged on for sev-
eral years after Bishop Michaud’s death in 
December of 1908. This campaign became 

quite politically and emotionally charged within a church dominated 
by French and Irish Catholics; each side proposing its preferred Dioc-
esan priest to be appointed as bishop. The Vatican finally put an end 
to the debate with the out-of-state appointment of Fr. Joseph J. Rice 
as the new Bishop of Burlington on January 4, 1910.  Rice was born 
in Massachusetts and came from a French parish in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts. For a time after coming to Burlington, Bishop Rice weath-
ered stormy waters and much resentment before finally establishing 
both his authority and reputation within the Diocese. 

1887-1888
Fr. Frederick H. Paquet was 

born in St. Albans, Vermont, in 
1859. He was on the staff at St. 
Joseph College in Burlington 
from 1886-87 and was ordained 
on October 18, 1887, at St. 
Peter’s Church in Vergennes. 
That same day he was appointed 
to assist Fr. Pierre A. Campeau 
at Vergennes and several other 
missions, including Charlotte 
and Shelburne from 1887-1888. 
He then moved about many 
locations in Vermont. In 1896 
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he returned briefly to St. Peter’s Church in Vergennes but left in 1898 
when he was named pastor at St. Anne’s in Milton. Years later, health 
problems brought him to Fanny Allen Hospital in Colchester where he 
died on October 31, 1924. He was buried in the family plot at St. Mary’s 
in St. Albans. Fr. Paquet’s brother, Joseph, was also a priest.

1886-1888
Fr. John Aloysius Clark was born in Rutland, Vermont, in 1863. 

He attended St. Peter’s parochial school and St. Joseph’s College and 
Nicolet Seminary in Montreal. In 1885 he sailed to France to study 
the classics and was later ordained at Notre Dame in Paris on June 
26, 1886. He returned to Burlington and taught at St. Joseph’s College 
from September of 1886 to 1888. During that time he also served in 
Shelburne as well as Charlotte on weekends. In November of 1888 he 
went to St. Bridget’s in West Rutland and one year later to Brandon, 
Vermont. In 1891 his health began to fail and he died in May of 1892 at 
the age of 29.

1888-1915
Fr. Alexander Beauchesne was born in 

Besancour, Canada, on May 8, 1848. He at-
tended Nicolet Seminary in Montreal and 
was ordained at Nicolet on September 21, 
1873. After serving numerous parishes in 
Quebec, he came to St. Peter’s in Vergennes 
as Fr. Campeau’s assistant. While at Ver-
gennes, he also served the mission churches 
in Charlotte and Shelburne. In 1906 he was 
transferred along with Fr. Campeau to St. 
Catherine’s in Shelburne, which was newly 
designated as a parish rather than a mission 
church of Vergennes. While in Shelburne, 
he assisted Pastor Campeau in serving the 
Catholic community in Shelburne and the mission in Charlotte. Upon 
Fr. Campeau’s death in 1914, Fr. Beauchesne became the administra-
tor of the parish until August 2, 1915, when he was transferred to Fair 
Haven. He died on January 28, 1916, and was buried in Canada. 

Fr. Beauchesne

Fr. Pierre Campeau
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1915-1927
Fr. Thomas J. Henry was born in Burl-

ington, Vermont, on September 25, 1879. He 
attended Holy Cross College in Worcester, 
Massachusetts, and seminaries in New York 
and Montreal where he was ordained for 
the Diocese of Burlington on December 22, 
1906. He first served as a curate in Rutland, 
then Wallingford and Mount Holly before 
being assigned as pastor of St. Catherine’s 
in Shelburne from April 8, 1915, to April of 
1927. While at Shelburne, he also attended to 
the mission church in Charlotte. In 1927, he 
was transferred briefly to West Rutland and 
then to Bellows Falls until 1936. He then went to Bennington where he 
remained until May of 1953 when he returned to Burlington and retired 
to the De Goesbriand Hospital. He died at the age of 80 on June 7, 
1959, and was buried at St. Joseph’s Cemetery in Burlington. 

                                           
1927-1928

Fr. William Raymond was born in 1888 and ordained on December 
22, 1914. He first served in Rutland from 1914-1916, then Brattleboro 
until 1917. He then served with Fr. Thomas Henry for a short time in 
Shelburne and Charlotte in 1927 before leaving Burlington for Montana.

1927-1928
Fr. Charles F. Regan was born in Worces-

ter, Massachusetts, where he attended local 
schools and Holy Cross College. He later 
attended the seminary in New York and was 
ordained in Rochester, New York, on June 8, 
1907. Fr. Regan served as a curate in parishes 
in Pennsylvania and Massachusetts until July 
7, 1919, when he was sent to the Diocese of 
Burlington. He served as pastor of several 
Vermont parishes, including St. Catherine’s 
Parish in Shelburne from 1927 to 1928, 
where he also served the mission church in 
Charlotte. He served many roles within the 

Fr. Thomas Henry
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Burlington Diocese and made a monsignor of the church on the occa-
sion of his 50th anniversary as a priest in 1957. Shortly thereafter, he died 
at the De Goesbriand Hospital on November 27, 1957, and was buried 
in South Burlington. 

1928-1934
Fr. Patrick C. Brennan was born in Proc-

tor, Vermont, on August 28, 1894. He attend-
ed local schools and St. Michael’s College in 
Winooski Park. Later, he attended the semi-
nary in Montreal and was ordained on June 
10, 1922, by the Most Reverend Joseph Rice 
in Burlington. He served numerous curacies 
around Vermont for the next six years until 
September 1, 1928, when he was appointed 
pastor of St. Catherine’s in Shelburne and 
responsible for the mission in Charlotte. He 
remained in Shelburne and Charlotte until 
June of 1934 when he was assigned to be the 
rector of the Cathedral in Burlington until 
1968. He served as Vicar General for thirty-
four years with four bishops and was con-
sidered “a priest’s priest.” He also served on many community boards 
and charitable organizations. Monsignor Brennan died on January 14, 
1968, at the DeGoesbriand Hospital at the age of 73. Bishop Joyce and 
twelve priests concelebrated his funeral Mass.

1934-1946
Fr. William J. Cain was born in Rutland, Vermont, on January 26, 

1899, where he attended public schools in West Rutland. He attended 
Holy Cross College and later attended St. Michael’s College, where 
he graduated in 1921. He studied for the priesthood at the Grand 
Seminary in Montreal and he was ordained on June 6, 1925. Beginning 
in July of 1925, Fr. Cain was assigned as chaplain of the DeGoesbriand 
Hospital in Burlington, Vermont. He served several other parishes in 
Vermont over the next nine years. On July 9, 1934, he was assigned 
to be pastor of St. Catherine’s Church in Shelburne. He was also the 
visiting priest at the mission church of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in Charlotte from 1934 until 1946. During World War II, Fr. Cain 

Msgr. Patrick Brennan
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devoted considerable energy to caring for 
war victims and organized 17 diocesan fund 
drives. While at Shelburne, he also served 
on the public school board and the town 
water committee. After leaving Shelburne 
in 1953, Fr. Cain went to Barre and then      
Williamstown, Vermont.

Known as an eloquent speaker, Fr. Cain 
held many important posts in the Burlington 
Diocese, was on the editorial board of Our 
Sunday Visitor, the paper that preceded the 
Vermont Catholic Tribune. He was also the 
founder of Vermont Catholic Charities and 

the Priests Benefits Fund. In 1950 he was appointed the title of Mon-
signor by Pope Pius XII. He also served as the chair of the building 
fund for the new chapel at St. Michael’s College. Monsignor Cain 
died of a heart attack in Barre, Vermont, on December 27, 1965, at 
the age of 66 and is buried at St. Monica’s Cemetery in Barre. 

1946-1956
Fr. John Paul Mahoney was born in Poultney, Vermont, on January 

21, 1913, but his family soon moved to Burlington, Vermont. He at-
tended Cathedral High School and the University of Vermont. He later 
attended the Grand Seminary in Montreal and was ordained in Bur-
lington on June 18, 1939, by the Most Reverend Matthew Brady. His 
first assignment was as assistant pastor at St. Anthony’s Parish in Essex 
Junction, Vermont, from 1939 until 1941. As Chaplain in the United 
States Army he served in the Pacific theatre, including Guadalcanal 
and the Philippines. He served aboard the USS President Coolidge, 
which struck a friendly mine and sunk on its way to Guadalcanal. He 
and 5,400 other men abandoned ship as the Coolidge sunk. Fr. Ma-
honey returned to Burlington in April of 1945. 

On July 3, 1946, Fr. Mahoney was assigned to be assistant pastor 
at St. Catherine’s in Shelburne and of the mission church in Char-
lotte. Three months later, on October 20, 1946, he became the first 
resident pastor of St. Jude’s Parish in Hinesburg, where he oversaw 
the construction of the rectory and church. Along with St. Jude’s, he 
continued to care for the community at Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 

Msgr. William Cain

Charlotte. Fr. Mahoney treated the mission 
of Charlotte as if it were a parish, giving the 
church itself and the parish community great 
attention. He oversaw major renovations of 
the Charlotte church and also raised funds 
to reframe the large picture of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel that remains above the altar 
to this day. In October of 1956 Fr. Mahoney 
was transferred to Middlebury where he re-
mained until poor health caused him to leave 
in September of 1968. Fr. Mahoney resided 
at St. Joseph’s Home for the Aged in Burling-
ton until his death on June 6, 1971.

1956-1965
Fr. Joseph Pagliuca was born in East 

Boston, Massachusetts, on January 3, 1914. 
He attended seminaries in Massachusetts 
and in Toronto, Canada, and was ordained 
by Bishop Brady in Burlington on June 5 (or 
June 8), 1943. His first assignment was at 
the Cathedral in Burlington and thereafter 
served at numerous parishes throughout 
Vermont. On October 9, 1956, he was made 
pastor of St. Jude’s Parish in Hinesburg and 
also served Our Lady of Mount Carmel. He 
continued to serve these communities until 
July 16, 1965, when he was transferred to St. 
Norbert’s Church in Hardwick, Vermont.  He retired in July of 1984 
from his active ministry duties at the age of 70, and then traveled to 
Italy where he died on February 7, 2002.

1966-1976
Fr. John W. Fradet was born in May of 1925 in Swanton, Vermont. 

He attended Webster School in Sheldon and St. Anne’s Academy in 
Swanton before undertaking studies at seminaries in Connecticut and 
later in Montreal in 1942. He was ordained at the Cathedral in Burl-
ington by Bishop Ryan on June 3, 1950, and was soon assigned to his 
first parish in Springfield, Vermont, where he remained until June 6, 

Fr. John Mahoney

Fr. Joseph Pagliuca
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1959.  Fr. Fradet spent the next three years 
in Bennington and was appointed Director 
of the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine 
for the Diocese on March 22, 1962, a post 
he held until July 1, 1975.  Fr. Fradet served 
the Newman Club Center and was Direc-
tor of the Catholic Information Center in 
Burlington and was named a Monsignor by 
Bishop Joyce on January 13, 1965.

One year later the mission church in 
East Charlotte was formally re-designated 
as a parish by Bishop Joyce. On March 18, 
1966, Fr. Fradet was named as Charlotte’s 
first resident pastor since Fr. Kerlidou nine-
ty years earlier. An outgoing man, he was 

well liked and quickly embraced by the Charlotte congregation. Mass 
attendance doubled within four years and altar boys competed for a 
chance to serve Mass for him. Former parishioners fondly noted that 
he was extremely time conscious when saying Mass: thirty-four min-
utes. He refurbished the church and the parish hall, where he installed 
restrooms. He oversaw the construction of the new rectory where he 
also cared for his aging mother for many years. Fr. Fradet remained in 
Charlotte until June 23, 1976, when he was transferred to Christ the 
King in Burlington. In 1994, he also began to serve a second parish, St. 
Anthony’s of Burlington. Msgr. Fradet died on January 3, 1998.

1976-1990
Fr. Edward Gelineau was born in Burling-

ton, Vermont, on April 11, 1915. He attended 
Nazareth School and later Cathedral High 
School before attending and graduating from 
St. Michael’s College. Fr. Gelineau attended 
the Grand Seminary in Montreal and was or-
dained in Burlington by Bishop Brady on May 
30, 1942.  Fr. Gelineau’s first assignment was 
at Sacred Heart Church in Rutland where he 
served until 1945. He then served Fair Haven 
before being assigned to St. Francis Parish in 
Winooski from 1950 to 1957. His next assign-

Msgr. John Fradet

Msgr. Edward Gelineau

ment was with Catholic Charities from 1957 to 1966 and then at Christ 
the King Parish from 1966 to 1976. On June 23, 1976, he became the 
pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in Charlotte and remained there 
until his retirement on June 20, 1990. Fr. Gelineau did significant re-
search into the history of the parish in the years leading up to its 125th 
anniversary in 1983.

1990-1992
William D. Corcoran was born Oct. 

8, 1952, in Petersburg, Virginia, and later 
moved to Massachusetts where he attended 
Marian High School in Framingham, from 
1966-1970. He then attended George 
Washington University from 1970-1974. 
After several years in private business, he 
went into the seminary and was ordained 
in Burlington, Vermont, on February 1, 
1986. Fr. Corcoran was first assigned to St. 
Peter’s Parish in Rutland for one year and 
then to St. Monica’s Parish in Barre for a 
year. He undertook studies in Canon Law 
in Ottawa, Canada, before coming back to 
Vermont and being assigned to Our Lady 

of Mount Carmel on June 20, 1990. While serving at Charlotte, he 
also served as the Diocesan Vice-Chancellor. The parish experienced a 
rebirth during his brief tenure as Mass attendance and lay activity dra-
matically increased.  He left Charlotte two years later on Nov. 3, 1992, 
and soon began an assignment in Amman, Jordan, that lasted until 
1996. Upon his return, he served various parishes in Vermont until he 
returned to Rome in 1999 for two years. He eventually left the priest-
hood and presently serves as President of American Near East Refugee 
Aid, which is based in Washington, DC.

1992-1994
Fr. Thomas Mosher was born in Akron, Ohio, in 1953 and attended 

local Catholic schools. As a young man he moved to Colorado where 
he studied at Saint Thomas Seminary in Denver and was ordained for 
the Archdiocese of Denver in 1981. After serving in numerous parishes 
in Colorado for several years, he transferred to the Diocese of Burl-

Fr. William Corcoran
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ington in 1991. Once in Vermont, he was 
assigned as pastor of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish from November of 1992 
until July of 1994, along with his popular 
German shepherd, Gretchen. During his 
brief tenure he oversaw renovations to 
the rectory and restoration of the large 
painting of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in 
1993. He enjoyed filling the sanctuary with 
Christmas trees for Midnight Mass.  

In the years following his departure, Fr. 
Mosher served at parishes in Barre, Lyn-
donville, Essex Junction, and Montpelier, 
Vermont. He also served as a member of the 

Diocesan Presbyteral Commission, the Board for Continuing Education 
for Priests, the Diocesan Building Commission and as Host Celebrant 
for the Diocesan Television Mass for seven years. Fr. Mosher is presently 
(2009) Dean of the Windsor Deanery and the pastor of Our Lady of the 
Snows in Woodstock and its mission parish, Our Lady of the Mountains 
in Killington. He has said that he witnessed a gentleness and kindness in 
the people of Our Lady of Mount Carmel that is not widely found, and 
has fond memories of his brief time in Charlotte. 

1994-1995
Fr. Laurence Olszewski  C.S.C. was born on July 16, 1938, in Rhode 

Island where  he undertook his primary and high school education. In 
1956 he attended Stonehill College in Mas-
sachusetts, which is run by the Holy Cross 
priests and brothers. While at Stonehill, he 
decided to enter the Congregation of Holy 
Cross. After college he studied theology at 
the University of Montreal and was or-
dained at Stonehill on December 16, 1964. 
He spent his first year as a priest teaching 
at Notre Dame High School in Bridgeport, 
Connecticut. Beginning in 1966 he spent 
seven years in Peru as a missionary. Upon 
returning to the United States he served 
the Spanish speaking community in Rhode 

Fr. Thomas Mosher

Fr. Larry Olszewski, C.S.C.

Island and was Director of Career Placement at Stonehill College. In 
1978, Fr. Olszewski joined Catholic Relief Services and spent two years 
in Africa to assist in developmental programs and relief assistance. In 
1985, he was assigned to King’s College in Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania, 
where he was Vice-President for External Affairs. 

Seeking a change from administrative responsibilities, he asked to 
be assigned to a parish in Vermont where the Holy Cross community 
was present. In 1994 he was assigned to Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in Charlotte. Within a year, however, he was asked by Bishop Angell 
and his provincial superior to go to Bennington, Vermont, where two 
parishes were being merged into one. He remained in Bennington for 
six years. In 2001, Fr. Olszewski was assigned to form a new parish in 
central Florida. In the summer of 2008 Fr. Olszewski reached 70 years 
of age and requested senior priest status. He moved to Cocoa Beach, 
Florida, where he helps out at local parishes in the area. His memories of 
his brief stay in Charlotte remain warm and he offers these words: “God 
bless Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church and all its parishioners.” 

1995-2003
Fr. Gerald Ragis was born in Burling-

ton, Vermont, on March 31, 1935, while 
his mother was attending Mass at the De 
Goesbriand Hospital on “Laetare Sunday” 
–Rejoice Sunday.  At that time his family was 
living in Stowe, but when he was two years 
old his family moved to Burlington in the 
Old North End, not far from St. Joseph’s 
Church. He graduated from Cathedral High 
School in 1952 and continued his education 

at Genesee Abbey and the Grand Semi-
naire de Montreal. He eventually gradu-
ated from the School of Sacred Theology 

at St. Bonaventure University in New York and was one of six priests 
ordained by Bishop Robert F. Joyce in Burlington on May 25, 1963.  

Following his ordination, Fr. Ragis was assigned to St. Peter’s Parish 
in Rutland where he reports “the wonderful Italian and Irish people 
taught me how to be a priest.”  While in Rutland, he also taught school 
at Mount St. Joseph Academy. From St. Peter’s he went on to serve the 
church in St. Johnsbury, taught at Rice High School, co-pastor at St. 

Fr. Gerald Ragis.
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Mary’s in Newport, and as pastor at parishes in Orleans and Irasburg.  
Bishop Marshall then brought him back to Rutland as religion teacher 
at MSJ, and chaplain to the Sisters of St Joseph.  

In the 1970s he was appointed Diocesan Liaison to Catholic Char-
ismatic Renewal, preaching at retreats for priests all over the United 
States with the Emmaus Program. In the summer of 1980 he preached 
at two international conferences in Zambia and Nigeria, Africa. Along 
with Mercy Sister Dorothy Lyons he co-founded the Vermont House 
of Prayers and facilitated the Mercy Sisters in acquiring Benedictine 
Lumen Christi Monastery at Benson, Vermont, in 1984 where he lived 
as a Benedictine.

In June 1995 Bishop Angell assigned Fr. Ragis to Charlotte as pastor 
for Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. Working closely with parish 
leaders, he instigated the development of a more active and meaning-
ful role for the Parish Council; a shared decision-making process that 
continued after his departure from the parish. Working with parish-
ioner Jim St. George, Fr. Regis had the altar remodeled along with an 
area to the left of the altar for a new tabernacle. The stained glass win-
dow now located behind the tabernacle was an original window located 
on the north wall of the present day sacristy. 

According to Fr. Ragis, “the next eight years as pastor were among 
the happiest years in my life.  The people of the parish gave me a gift 
which I cherish to this day: they made me feel right at home.  It was 
fun!”  Declining health led to his inability to do the work for parishes 
in Charlotte and neighboring Hinesburg. In July 2003, he retired and 
moved to The Terraces in Shelburne, but remains active in ministry, 
serving as chaplain at Providence Residence in Winooski. “God has 
been very good to me these 73 years, and I see no reason for God to 
stop.  Please pray for me that I will always “Seek His Face” and allow 
God to work in and through me.” 

2003-Present
Fr. David Cray S.S.E. was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on Sep-

tember 20, 1945, where he attended local schools. He came to Vermont 
to attend Saint Michael’s College in 1963, which led to his joining the 
Society of Saint Edmund in 1965.  Father Cray is the first Edmun-
dite to be assigned as pastor at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, although 
several other priests from this same order served the parish for 
brief periods of time when occasional weekend coverage was needed.  

These include Fr. E. M. Total, S.S.E. 
in 1909, Fr. L. Alliot, S.S.E. in 1925, Fr. 
Charles Renaudin, S.S.E. in 1936 and 
Fr. Daniel Lyons, S.S.E. from 1937-1941. 
After graduating from Saint Michael’s 
College in 1968 and obtaining a Master 
of Divinity degree from the University of 
Toronto in 1971, Fr. Cray was ordained to 
the priesthood at Saint Michael’s College 
on June 10, 1972.  Assignments followed 
in pastoral and administrative positions in 
England, Vermont, Connecticut, Quebec, 
Alabama and Louisiana. Further studies 
led him to a Master of Theology degree 
in Black Pastoral Theology from Xavier 
University of Louisiana, New Orleans, in 
1997.  Father Cray came back to live in Vermont when he was appoint-
ed pastor of both Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Charlotte and 
Saint Jude the Apostle Parish in neighboring Hinesburg on August 27, 
2003. He continues to serve both parishes as of this writing. 

Resources: 
• Fr. Joseph Couture’s Clergy Biographies: 1964 
• Diary of Bishop Louis de Goesbriand 
• Miscellaneous Diocesan records
• History of St. Catherine’s Parish, Shelburne, Vermont
• St. Peter’s Church, 1874-1974, A History of St. Peter’s Parish, 
            Vergennes, Vermont 
• Carol Novik’s 1983 OLMC History with Frank Thornton Update
• An Inland See, Howard Coffin, 2001

Fr. David Cray S.S.E



– 56 – – 57 –

John Quinlan
Co-Founder of Our Lady of 

Mount Carmel Church
by

Francis Thornton

John Quinlan was a family man, a woodsman, a farmer, a saw mill 
owner and operator, a land speculator. He was also the prime 
mover in the establishment of Our Lady of Mount Cannel Church 

in Charlotte 150 years ago. John was born in Tipperary, Ireland in 
June of 1812 to Michael and Bridget Ryan Quinlan.   He was the third 
eldest in a family of six boys and two girls.  In 1837, he left Tipperary 
and after landing in New York, promptly left for Vermont where he 
found work in Shelburne with Hiram Morse for $100 per year.  Soon 
thereafter, he and one of his brothers began working for Judge Meech, 
also of Shelburne, chopping wood for twenty-five cents a cord.   After 
they chopped about 200 cords, John began working as a farm hand for 
Judge Meech.

In 1839, while residing in Shelburne, he married Elizabeth Flood, 
an Irish colleen. Soon their first child, Michael, (1840 - 1920) was born.  
Some reports indicate that John was resident in Charlotte by 1844, 
after his second son, William, was born in 1842.  However, John’s name 
does not appear in the Charlotte town records until 1847 when he 
began buying and selling real estate.  In any event, once in Charlotte, 
John began to prosper and he and Elizabeth added four more sons to 
their family:  John Jr. (1844), Martin (1846) Thomas (1847) and Patrick 
(1848).  By 1851, he had bought a farm of 500 acres, located on Spear 
Street at the Southeast corner of Guinea Road, and here he remained 
for the rest of his life.  Over the years, he continuously added to his 
farm until he eventually owned over 1200 acres.  In addition to farm-
ing, the elder Quinlan also engaged in the buying and selling of cattle 
to the Boston Market for 38 years.

John’s wife Elizabeth died in 1855 and the following year, he married 
another Irish lass Margaret Harney (1833 - 1919) in Shelburne, Vermont.  
With Margaret he had a second family comprised of three sons and 
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three daughters.  They were Dennis (1857 - 1859), Mary (1859 - 1918), 
Joseph (1861 - 1937), Catherine (1863-1949?), James (1864), Nellie (1868), 
and Francis (1872).

Michael,  his eldest, enlisted in the Union Army on Sept. 30 1861 
at the age of 21and served as a corporal in the first Vermont Calvary 
Regiment during the war under General Sheridan. He was captured 
by Confederate forces on St Patrick’s Day March 17 1863 and although 
paroled the very next day, he was not discharged from the army until 
Nov. 18, 1864.  John, Jr. also served in the Civil war. Enlisting at age 18 
on Aug.15, 1862.  He initially served in Co. F 1st Vermont Sharpshoot-
ers, and was wounded on June 17, 1864 in the battle of Petersburg.  
After he was returned to duty he was transferred on Dec. 23, 1864 to 
Co. E 2nd Vermont Sharpshooters, and on Feb. 23, 1865 was transferred 
to Co. G. of the 4th Vermont Volunteers from which he was discharged 
on June 19, 1865.  John, Jr. subsequently moved to Rutland, Vermont, 
where he died.  John’s son William became a merchant in Albany, 
New York.  Martin became a farmer in Wisconsin. Thomas  became 
a merchant, a real estate broker and a banker in Petosky Michigan.  
Patrick apparently died as a young child as the census reports did not 
list him after1850. Several of the Quinlan children remained living in 
the Charlotte area until the 1950s, including Mrs. Katherine Gee. A 
granddaughter still resides in Vergennes and other descendants live 
elsewhere in Chittenden County.

The 1860 Agricultural Census listed John as owning a farm, valued 
at $12,000, stocked with 5 horses; 31 milch cows; 41 other cattle; 4 
working oxen; and 5 swine. The farm produced 100 bushels of wheat; 
200 bushels of peas & beans; 800 bushels of oats; 150 bushels of Indian 
corn; 400 bushels of Irish potatoes; 50 bushels of barley; 1800 lbs of 
butter; 7000 lbs of cheese; 150 tons of hay, and orchard produce valued 
at $40.  He also had miscellaneous farm machinery and implements 
valued at $200.

While operating his farm John purchased and operated the nearby 
Scotts Pond saw mill on Lewis Creek Road just southwest of the Sher-
man/Quinlan covered bridge over Lewis Creek. Although John ran the 
mill for a number of years after purchasing it, with the advent of steam 
engines and their ability to run when required, water powered mills be-
gan to lose their value and disappeared over time. The dam forming this 
mill pond dam is still in existence and is located a little east of the cov-
ered bridge and it is still commonly called Scott’s Pond. This mill is re-

puted to have been the last water powered mill to operate in Charlotte. 
What other business interests John may have had outside of Charlotte 
are presently unknown. Quinlan must have been a shrewd and savvy 
businessman as well as a hard working farmer, however, for by 1860, his 
real estate holdings in Charlotte were valued at over $16,000. On this 
basis alone he was the eleventh richest man in Charlotte.

At a St. Patrick’s Day dinner on March 17, 1870 he was reported as 
saying: “That there is no land like Vermont” He then told how, since he 
had landed in Burlington some thirty years previously, he had received 
favors from her citizens and later moved to Charlotte where he was 
still living.  He then added that he found Charlotte to be “one of the 
best towns in Vermont to live in; for there were no lawyers in town and 
the townspeople all got along without pettifogging.”  He also said that 
although Charlotte was a strong Republican town composed principal-
ly of native born Americans and Protestants, he, an Irishman, a Catho-
lic and a Democrat, received all the kindness and encouragement that 
any man could ask for.

John Quinlan served in various Charlotte town offices.  He was a 
Justice of the Peace for eight years and a town assessor for three years.  
He was elected to represent the town at the Constitutional Conven-

Quinlan Homestead
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tion of Vermont in 1872, and in 1884-85, he was elected as the town’s 
representative to the state legislature.  He also served as the Postmas-
ter of the Charlotte Centre post office from 1860 to 1862.

John was also the spark plug that led to the establishment of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Parish and the erection of the church 
building on Spear Street at Baptist Corners.  He began this effort for 
the church by purchasing for $925, a house and 3 3/4 acres land from 
the Sanborn Family on August 10, 1858, and donating the property to 
the Catholic Bishop, Louis de Goesbriand. This property is located just 
south of the present Grange Hall on Spear Street and included the land 
upon which the present Catholic church is located. The Sanborn house, 
located on the property at the time of the purchase, remains standing 
just north of the Church. The southern end of the Sanborn building was 
initially converted into a temporary chapel where visiting priests held 
services and is now used as the parish hall. The first entry in the Bap-
tismal Register of this new congregation was on October 10, 1858.

At about this same time, Quinlan learned that the North Starks-
boro Religious Society of Friends (Quakers), organized by Joseph 
Chase, had been closed and their meeting house, built in 1812, was for 
sale. Wasting no time, Quinlan arranged for the purchase and removal 
of the building to Charlotte for use by the Catholic community of 
Charlotte.  To receive the purchased building, a 30 by 38 foot foun-
dation was prepared immediately south of the Sanborn house.  The 
cornerstone placed in this foundation was blessed on June 19, 1859.  
Diocesan records show that $967.50 was spent for the building and an 
additional $1,128.66 for the moving and placement of the building on 
the prepared foundation.  Of this amount Quinlan personally provided 
$592.24, Bishop de Goesbriand, from his patrimony, personally provid-
ed $200.00 and the congregation collectively provided the remainder.

The purchased building was moved during the winter of 1858-59 
to its present location on Spear Street in East Charlotte and placed 
on the previously prepared foundation. The move is reported to have 
been accomplished by cutting the building in half, midway between the 
back and the front, placing each half on a respective sled, and pulling 
each sled some nine miles or more from its location in Starksboro to 
Charlotte by teams of oxen. As each building half arrived in Charlotte, 
it was placed on the previously prepared foundation and weekend work 
“bees” were held to reconnect the halves and repair the building.  Not 

only Catholics but many non-Catholics helped this work. John Quinlan 
continued to reside in Charlotte as a well-known and highly respected 
citizen, and continued to support the church that he helped establish 
until he died on 6 Sept. 1892 at the age of 80. He now lies buried, sur-
rounded by family members, in the Quinlan family plot located in the 
Southwest corner the Mount Carmel Cemeter.

1     “History of Chittenden County” By W. S. Rann 1886.
2     full cord is four feet high, four feet wide and eight feet long.  An old Yankee saying 
states that: “A cord should be well stacked such that a squirrel can get through the stack 
but a cat cannot.” Some years ago, an old Charlotte resident, now deceased, was discuss-
ing another  farmer in Charlotte who, at one time, used to sell cordwood.  My informant 
stated that the farmer, he referred to, was the only person he had ever met who could 
stack a cord of wood such that there was more air in the cord than wood.
     A face cord is also four feet high by eight feet long but is comprised of woo d pieces 
that are only 16 inches in width and thus a face cord contains only one-third of a full cord.
3     Michael took over the farm after his father’s death in 1892.
4     “The History of Michigan”  Vol. 3   By Charles Moore. 
5     Birth and Death records were not required to be kept in Vermont until the late 1850s and 
even then the recording of such events was spotty until well after the end of the Civil War.
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Our Lady of Mount Carmel
by 

Laura Krawitt 

There are many parishes named after Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel in the United States as well as in Europe. It is unclear 
how Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in Charlotte got its 

name. One could speculate that Bishop de Goesbriand had a special 
devotion to Our Lady of Mount Carmel. A former pastor, Rev. Ger-
ald Ragis, suggests that given the history of the building as a former 
Quaker Meeting House the name is quite appropriate. At the heart 
of the Quaker Meeting is sitting in silence waiting to be moved by 
the Spirit of God, just as the early Carmelites lived in silence. Others 
suggest that the formal blessing of the church cornerstone on June 19 
took place close to Our Lady of Mount Carmel’s feast day on July 16. 
For whatever reason the parish in Charlotte acquired its name, a brief 
history of Mount Carmel is of interest as we celebrate the 150th an-
niversary of our parish.

Mount Carmel is a squat, flat mountain less than 2,000 feet above 
sea level near the port city of Haifa, Israel on the Bay of Acre. There 
were caves on the steep side and lush vegetation on the sloped hillside. 

Mount Carmel from the sloping, inland side
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Because the steep side ends close to the Mediterranean Sea, it was pos-
sible for a small force to close the narrow pass along the sea to block 
armies or merchants. For this reason, the main road was on the sloped 
inland side of the mountain. Various Old Testament Biblical passages 
briefly mention Mount Carmel. Isaiah (35:2) c.740 BCE notes “the 
splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they shall see the glory of Yahweh.” It 
was at Mount Carmel that the prophet Elijah challenged the priests of 
Baal to win the people over to the one true God (1 K 18:19f, 42). It may 
also have been a center of the associations of prophets.

According to tradition, Carmelites originated in the days of Eli-
jah, who according to the Old Testament is supposed to have lived on 
Mount Carmel. They saw Elijah as one of the founders of monastic 
life. Modern historians place the foundation of the Carmelite order 
in or about 1155. The Carmelites followed strict rules the patriarch of 
Jerusalem drew up for them about 1210: They lived as hermits in cells 
apart from one another, recited certain prayers at fixed hours, attended 
Mass daily, spent time in pious meditation and engaged in manual 
labor. They were allowed no personal property, had their meals in their 
cells; abstained from meat except in great necessity, fasted from the 
middle of September until Easter, observed periods of silence and were 
to guard against useless talk. They obeyed their elected prior and hon-
ored him as the representative of Christ. About 1220 they built a cha-
pel on Mount Carmel in honor of Our Lady. In 1235 Saracens, a band 
of raiding Muslims, drove them out. Several times during the century 
Muslims drove the hermits from Carmel, forcing them to emigrate to 
Europe, primarily to France and England. 

An Englishman, St. Simon Stock (1165-1265) became Prior-General 
of the Carmelites (1247-1265) and is credited for the spread of the 
Carmelites in Europe. Despite his advanced age, he founded houses 
in university cities such as Cambridge, Oxford, Paris and Bologna, by 
adapting the Order to urban European conditions which was impor-
tant for the Order’s growth. However, the Order struggled to acquire 
consent of the secular clergy and the toleration of other orders. The 
monks prayed to their patroness the Blessed Virgin for help. According 
to legend, on 16 July 1251 CE (AD) the Virgin Mary appeared to Si-
mon, instructing him to apply to Pope Innocent IV who, according to 
historical records, did issue a Bull or letter of protection against these 
interferences. Later, Carmelite writers gave more details of the vision. 

About 1430, Johannes Grossi wrote that the Virgin promised Simon 
that whoever dies wearing the Carmelites’ brown scapular would be 
spared eternal damnation.

It is important to emphasize that wearing the scapular does not 
guarantee salvation because of the legendary words attributed to the 
Virgin Mary; it is not a magical charm which would be superstitious 
and against Church teaching. Rather, wearing the scapular is a sign of 
entrustment to Mary, Christian faith and commitment, a sacramental 
to remind us how we are supposed to live in faith, love and hope to 
be saved.

There are several different scapu-
lar types or colors, each associated 
with different religious orders. A 
Carmelite scapular is two small pieces 
of brown wool cloth connected by 
string worn and around the neck, 
typically under the clothing, so one 
piece of cloth hangs over the chest, 
and the second piece hangs over the 
back. These small scapulars derive 
from the ankle-length shoulder-wide 
scapulars with a hole for one’s head, 
and are part of monastic religious 
habits. Monastic scapulars came to 
be called jugum Christi (the yoke of 
Christ). Receiving the scapular took 
on solemn meaning. Shorter forms of 

full monastic scapulars were to be worn even at night.
The second scapular privilege, a papal decree called the Sabbatine 

Privilege, promised that the Virgin Mary would intercede and pray 
for those in Purgatory who had worn the Scapular in good faith, were 
chaste according to their state in life, recited some form of the Divine 
Office, and departed life in charity. The authentic list of indulgences, 
privileges, and indults of the Scapular Confraternity of Mount Carmel 
last approved in 1908 by the Congregation of Indulgences says nothing 
of the first privilege.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the Carmelite religious order are 
closely linked to the scapular. The painting behind the altar at Our 

A Carmeite Scapular
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Lady of Mount Carmel Church in Charlotte and the stained glass 
window in the church belfry portray Our Lady and the Christ child 
holding the brown scapular. 

References:
Catholic Encyclopedia, New York, New York 1907-1912.
Friedman, Elias. The Latin Hermits of Mount Carmel. Roma 1979.
McKenzie, John L, S. J. Dictionary of the Bible. Bruce Publishing Co. USA 1965.
The Jerusalem Bible, Garden City, New York 1970,

Faith In Action Members
Colleen Armstrong
Jackie Baker
Wanda Bean
Gail Blasius
Maurice & Judy Boudah
Rosemarie Cartularo
Toni Clements
Tricia Coleman
Eileen Curtis (Chair)
Denise Danyow
Sheila & David Duffy
Laurie Dyke
Joan Jamieson
Sr. Pat McKittrick
Michelle Monroe
Diane Nichols
Ann Marie Plank
Joe & Rose Provetto
Sr. Germaine Richer
Kathy Rio
Lewis Scribner
Thyleen Tenney
Mary Thornton
Margaret Titus

Greeters
8:00 a.m.  David & Sheila Duffy
11:00 a.m.  Rosemarie Cartularo
        Patricia Coleman
        Diane Nichols

Eucharistic Ministers
Colleen Armstrong 
Wanda Bean

Mo and Judy Boudah
Michael Bullock 
Jeff and Michelle Filardi 
Bill and Winnie Geiger 
Joan Jamieson 
Judy Laberge 
Renald and Agnes Lussier
Pierrette Monteith  
Tom Reilly and Joanne 
   Duranceau
Tricia Sulva   
Margaret Titus

Lectors
Colleen Armstrong 
Trina Bianchi 
Michael Bullock 
Ray Curtis  
Michelle Filardi 
Bill Geiger
Jim Richards  
Tony Sulva   
Tricia Sulva 

Altar Servers
Seamus Buxton
Josh Byrne
Paul Danyow 
Grace Delisle  
Ashley Filardi 
Elizabeth Richards
Chennah Sharpe
Kyla Williamson
Jack Zahn

Lay Ministries



– 68 – – 69 –

8:00 a.m. Choir
Ann Johnson (Director)
Connie Cousino
Roland Cousino
Toni Clements
Lucille Doenges
Laurie Dyke
George Howe
George & Pat Lavalette
Roseann Lombard
Maria Peabody
Irene Pierce
Bob & Pat Turner
Andrea Vogl

11:00 a.m. Choir
Don Cameron (Director)
Joe and Peg Blanchette
Emile and Diane Cote
Karen Doris

Children’s Choir 
Karen Jordan (Director)
Jenna Baginski
Rachel Baginski
Shay Brunvard
Christopher Jordan
Evan Myers
Elizabeth Richards
Chennah Sharpe
Julie Sulva

Parish Council
Colleen Armstrong  (Chair)
Eric Brunvand
Mike Cazayoux
Fr. David Cray, S.S.E. (Pastor)

Eileen Curtis
Bob Danyow
David Duffy
John Mitchell
Patricia Sulva
Susan Zahn

Finance Council
Bob Danyow (Chair)
Mike Cazayoux
Fr. David Cray, S.S.E. (Pastor)
John Mitchell
Joe Blasius

Youth Ministry
Patricia Sulva

Parish Secretary
Marie Cookson

Bookkeeper
Joanne Dearborn

Parish Dinners
Judy Laberge (Chair)
Patricia Coleman
Pam Kerr
Michelle Lussier
Margaret Titus

Church Upkeep and       
Decoration

Pierrette Moneith (Altar  
    Decoration & Flowers)
Louise Plant (Cleaning of the
    Church)
Ruth St. George (Cleaning of
    the Church)

Alan Jordan (Building and
    Grounds)
Jim St. George (Building and
    Grounds)

Collection Counters
Gail Blasius  
Mo and Judy Boudah
John and Nancy Calcagni 
Patricia Coleman 
Denise Danyow 
Joan Jamieson 
Laura Krawitt 
Laura McGee 
John and Sara Mitchell
Spin Richardson 
Linda Stowe  
Margaret Titus

Religious Education
Lisa Beal
Rose Bernier
Jessica Brumsted
Tracy Burhans

Judy Buxton
Mike Cazayoux
Jenny Cianciola
Bob Danyow
Mark Desisle
Susan Desisle
Jeff Filardi
Katie Kennedy
Monica Marshall
Jim Menk
Deena Miller
Tom Reilly
Cindy Schnell
Tricia Sulva
Gretchen Williamson
Mark Williamson
Susan Zahn (Coordinator)


